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CHAPTER 1 
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 


Introduction 

0101. The regulations in this publication supersede the contents of AP 1358 (3rd Edition) and DCI (RAF) 
S42/73. Unless otherwise stated or apparent they apply to officers, airmen and airwomen serving in the 
Royal Air Force and its ancillary forces; they are also a guide to the wearing of RAF dress by members of 
the Royal Observer Corps and other personnel who are authorized to wear RAF pattern uniform. 


0102. This chapter should be read in conjunction with Chaps 6 and 32 of the Queen’s Regulations for the 
Royal Air Force. 


Authorized patterns 

0103. The only patterns of dress and insiginia to be worn with Royal Air Force uniform are those autho- 
rized by the Ministry of Defence (Air Force Department). Patterns and/or specifications for approved items 
are held by the Assistant Directorate of Clothing Requirements and Policy (RAF) (ADCRP(RAF)). Person- 
nel who obtain uniform dress items from trade sources are responsible for ensuring these are of the correct 
patterns, 


Initial outfitting and maintenance of service clothing 

0104. Officers, On initial appointment, officers and officer cadets receive free issues of certain clothing, 
with allowance for the purchase of other outfit items from commercial sources. Additional outfit allow- 
ances are provided for first postings outside the UK to areas where warm-weather clothing is required. 
Outfitting and allowance arrangements are described in Chap 6. Income tax relief is provided for main- 
tenance and replacement of officers’ uniform items but flying clothing and authorized items of specialist 
and protective clothing are maintained at public expense. 


0105. Airmen and airwomen. Scales of initial outfit and supplementary trade and protective clothing for 
airmen and airwomen are contained in the C Scales, AP 830, Vol 3, Part C. Initial and replacement issues of 
airmen’s and airwomen’s uniform clothing are free of charge, excepting premature replacements occasioned 
by individual neglect or culpability. 


Wearing of uniform in public 

0106. Unless ordered, and excepting the occasions prescribed in QR J199, the wearing of uniform in pub- 
lic is a matter left to the discretion of the individual. Examples of occasions when it would be appropriate 
include home to duty travel, travelling on duty, or to official functions, etc, when it would be inconvenient 
to change on arrival. 


0107. Serving officers are not to wear uniform when taking part in parades other than those officially 
prescribed by the Royal Air Force (eg Remembrance Day, Battle of Britain commemorations, etc) when 
conditions would require them to appear in the ranks of the parade with serving or ex-service personnel 
below commissioned rank. This does not preclude the wearing of uniform by those officiating at a saluting 
base or appearing officially with a party of civic officials, 


Order of uniform to be worn 


0108. Orders of dress are tabled in the annexes to Chap 2. Guidance on the orders of dress for specific 
occasions is contained in Chap 10. 


Uniform for extraneous appointments 

0109. a, Equerries to Royalty and ADCs. As appropriate to their ranks and the occasion, RAF uniform 
may be worn by RAF officers appointed as equerries to the Sovereign or other member of the 
Royal Family or as ADC to a Governor-General, Commissioner-General, etc, (as listed in the 
table of aiguillette entitlements at Chap 8). 
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b. Personnel on loan or secondment. RAF uniform is to be worn by RAF personnel on loan or second- 
ment to other forces unless otherwise stipulated in the memoranda governing their appointments. 
Personnel of other forces on loan or secondment to the Royal Air Force are to wear the uniform of 
their Services on all appropriate occasions. 


Emblems 


0110. Emblems. No unauthorized ornament or emblem is to be worn with uniform. The following excep- 
tions are permitted provided the wearer is not on parade: 


a. The national flower or emblem on St George’s, St Andrew’s, St David's and St Patrick’s Day, ac- 
cording to nationality. 


b. The poppy on Remembrance Day, 
c. Flags and emblems, such as Alexandra roses, on authorized flag days. 


Flags and emblems should be of conventional dimensions and are to be worn immediately above the right 
pocket of RAF jackets and in corresponding positions on men’s and women’s jerseys and shirts and the 
WRAF warm-weather frock; they are to be worn on the left lapel of overcoats or raincoats. 


Trinkets and jewellery 
0111. a, In the case of male officers and airmen, the wearing of watch chains and trinkets in such a 
manner as to be seen is not permitted when in uniform. Plain rings may, however, be worn. 


b. The above prohibition also applies to women officers and airwomen. They may, however, 
wear wedding rings, engagement rings or plain signet rings, except that women officers of the 
PMRAENS and airwomen may wear only wedding rings when on nursing duties. 


c. Following piercing of the ears, women personnel only may wear plain gold stud sleeper ear- 
tings. The sleeper studs are to be small and unobtrusive and are not to be worn on parade or on 
ceremonial occasions. 


Scarves 


0112. Scarves may be worn with flying clothing; also with uniform and protective clothing in accordance 
with para 0315. 


Walking sticks 
0113. Except as provided below, walking sticks are not to be carried by officers or airmen when in uni- 
form: 


a, Walking sticks of the approved pattern — by station warrant officers — on duty within station 
bounds. 


b. Pace sticks — by NCO drill instructors — on duty within station bounds, 
Instructions on drill movement are published in AP 818 (RAF Manual of Drill and Ceremonial). 


Dress for travelling by air, land and sea 

0114. Aircrew on transit flights. At the discretion of COs, flying coveralls, with appropriate badges of rank 
and Service head-dress, may be regarded as uniform for the purpose of flying in transit between one station 
and another when no ground duty is involved at either the point of departure or the place of arrival. 


0115S. Passengers — air and sea trooping. Dress regulations for air and sea travel are detailed in Chap 19, 
JSP 356 (Joint Service Manual of Travel Instructions), Personnel posted overseas (including Europe) are to 
include in their accompanied baggage sufficient uniform clothing for the performance of any air force 
duties pending the arrival of their heavy baggage. 
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0116. Leave from abroad. Personnel granted home leave are to be in possession of adequate uniform if 
they are likely to be detailed for duty while in transit or on leave. 


0117. The restrictions on wearing uniform in foreign countries, including the Irish Republic, will be found 
in QR J198, 


0118. Personnel serving abroad or taking passage in one of HM ships are to conform with naval regulations 
concerning the wearing of uniform in foreign ports. 


Public clothing 
0119. Flying and other public protective and specialist clothing should be worn only by entitled personnel 
in the pursuit of air force duties. 


Wearing of uniform items with plain clothes 
0120. Excepting the officers’ optional “British warm’, items of uniform should not be worn with plain 
clothes, 


0121. Not allotted. 


Head-dress 

0122. Removel of head-dress: Joint Service rules for the removal of head-dress by male personnel in civil 
courts and while taking oaths are contained in QR J202. Regulations for removal of head-dress on the fol- 
lowing occasions are contained in the publications quoted: 


a. Trial by court martial and summary disposal — AP 3265 (Guide to Legal Procedure). 
b. During ceremonial parades — AP 818 (RAF Manual of Drill and Ceremonial). 


0123. Sikhs. Subject to individual written authority, officers and airmen of Sikh religion may wear turbans 
of the approved Service pattern, in RAF Ensign blue, instead of uniform head-dress and may wear beards 
and long hair in the Sikh tradition. The appropriate cap badge is to be fitted centrally on the turban with its 
base at the apex of the triangle of the headband. 


0124. Motor bicycle crash helmets, (Section 32 Road Traffic Act 1972). With the exception of Sikhs wear- 
ing turbans, all personnel in uniform are to wear civilian pattern crash helmets, preferably white or light 
colour, when riding privately owned motor bicycles. The uniform head-dress appropriate to the uniform 
worn is to be carried, 


Mourning 

0125. QR J196 contains Joint Service regulations about the observance of Court, Service and private 
mouming. During periods of Service mourning when officers and warrant officers are required to wear 
mourning bands on the left sleeves of uniform, any duty armlets they are required to wear in accordance 
with Chap 4 are to be worn on the right sleeve. 


Dates of change between temperate and warm-weather dress abroad 


0126. The following are the normal changeover dates between temperate and warm-weather dress in the 
specified areas unless a variation is broadcast by the command or formation concerned: 


Warm-weather to temperate Temperate to warm-weather 
Cyprus 3rd Monday in Nov 3rd Monday in April 
Gibraltar - 4th Monday in Oct 3rd Monday in May 
Hong Kong Ist Monday in Dec lst Monday in April 


0127. Changes in the above dates, and the effective dates for other areas, are to be signalled by the head- 
quarters concerned to all commands for action, and repeated to MOD (ADCRP(RAF) and D Mov(RAF)) 
giving at least 48 hours notice. Intending visitors to the above areas in the months of change should consult 
their command P1 staffs or MOD (ADCRP(RAF) (for officers serving at MOD))for advice on dress require- 
ments. 
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0128. It is not possible to publish change dates for the USA and other areas as they vary from year to year. 
Enquiries should be referred to the appropriate local RAF staffs, defence attaches or advisers in the coun- 
tries concerned, 


Dress for sports and games teams 


0129. When unit sports and games teams visit other RAF stations or RN or Army establishments plain 
clothes or uniform may be worn, as appropriate to the occasion, or as advised by the host unit. 


Dress when off duty and for social and informal events 


0130. Officers should normally wear plain clothes when they are on leave and also on other occasions 
when they are not required for duty, subject to local orders. 


0131, Plain clothes should normally be worn by officers on the following occasions: 
a. At film and stage performances on the station. 


b. At church, but COs may exercise their discretion in requiring uniform to be worn on particular 
occasions. : 


c. At informal parties in the officers’ mess, when the normal dress is lounge suit or dinner jacket for 
men and dress appropriate to the occasion for ladies. COs may, however, order uniform if the occa- 
sion demands. 


0132. Uniform is to be worn by officers on the following occasions: 


a. At formal functions in a sergeants’ mess or a junior ranks’ club, The appropriate dress is No 1, 
No 5B or overseas, the warm-weather dress equivalents. When attending an informal function in a 
sergeants’ mess or junior ranks’ club officers are to wear appropriate uniform or civilian dress as 
ordered by the commanding officer. 


b. At inter-Service boxing tournaments, Nos 5B or 8 Dress is to be wom, Dress at RAF boxing tourna- 
ments is to be at the discretion of the Commander-in-Chief of the host station. 


0133. Plain clothes may be worn by off-duty airmen at all home units except recruit training establish- 
ments, where local orders are to be published for trainees. However, COs have discretion to issue orders 
requiring uniform to be worn on particular off-duty occasions. 


0134. It is within the discretionary power of COs to withdraw from airmen the privilege of wearing plain 
clothes when not on duty should they consider this necessary in individual cases. 


Wearing of plain clothes abroad 


0135. On active service. Where active service conditions prevail, discretion is vested in the Commander-in- 
Chief to make such local regulations as he considers necessary. 


0136. Not on active service. Where active service conditions do not prevail, the regulations for home 
commands, at paras 0130 to 0134, are to apply, subject to such modifications as the Commander-in-Chief 
may consider necessary 


Wearing of uniform by retired, reserve and Royal Auxiliary Air Force officers 
0137. Occasions when No 1 Service Dress may be worn. Officers on the Retired and Reserve Lists, Royal 
Auxiliary Air Force officers and ex-officers who are permitted to retain their ranks may wear uniform: 


a. When attending: 
(1) Investitures and Royal garden parties. 


(2) State ceremonial occasions. 
(3) Parades in connection with the official celebration of the Sovereign’s birthday. (See Note 1.) 


(4) Their own weddings or attending military weddings when the sponsor requests the wearing of 
uniform, 
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b. When participating in: 
(1) Non-Service parades, eg Remembrance and Battle of Britain. (See Note 1.) 
(2) War memorial services and associated parades, by invitation. (See Note 1.) 
c, When inspecting or visiting: 
(1) R Aux AF, RAFVR or ROC units in an official capacity. 
(2) Units of the Combined Cadet Force or the Air Training Corps on behalf of the Ministry of 
Defence or Territorial and Auxiliary Forces Associations. 


d, When on duty as officials, duly appointed by the Ministry of Defence or by the Executive Com- 
mittee of the RAF Small Arms Association, at the annual meeting of the RN, the Army and the 
RAF at the National Rifle Association Imperial Meeting and at rifle meetings held under the aus- 
spices of the RAF Small Arms Association. 


e. When holding the appointment of ADC to Her Majesty’s Governor-General or Governor, as ordered 
by such representative of Her Majesty. 


f. When holding the appointment of Lord Lieutenant or Deputy Lieutenant of a county (see Note 2), 
High Sheriff or Sheriff and discharging the duties of that appointment. 


g. On the basis of a public announcement made by the Ministry of Defence. 


Notes 
ts Subject to para 0107 as for serving officers. 
2. As an alternative to Lieutenancy dress. Lieutenancy insignia may not be worm on RAF dress but 


entitled RAF flying badges may be worn on the Lieutenancy dress. 


0138. Apart from the occasions mentioned in QRs J198 and J199, officers of the rank of Group Captain 
and above may wear uniform at their own discretion and need not consult MOD. Permission to wear uni- 
form by officers below the rank of Group Captain on occasions other than those permitted in para 0137 is 
to be sought from MOD (P1 (Cer)(RAF)). 


0139. The uniform to be worn under the provisions of paras 0137 and 0138 is to be that appropriate to 
the occasion and of a pattem approved for current wear in the Royal Air Force. The badges of rank worm 
are to be those of the rank retained. The standard of turnout should be as for a serving officer. 


0140. Notwithstanding anything in the foregoing paragraphs, officers on the retired and reserve lists are 
to wear uniform when so directed by MOD. 


0141. These regulations do not restrict the wearing of uniform by retired, R Aux AF or reserve officers 
when performing any air force duty, nor do they prohibit the wearing of appropriate uniform by officers 
appointed for service with the Air Training Corps (ATC) while engaged in duties arising out of their ATC 
obligations. In the latter case, the rank badges to be worn are those appropriate to the ATC appointment. 


0142. Officers invalided from the Royal Air Force may continue to wear their appropriate uniform as 
long as they remain as patients in the hospital in which they are being treated at the time of invaliding. 


Mess dress 


0143. Mess dress is optional and at personal expense for officers who have retired, officers filling retired 
officer posts and officers serving on current commissions in the RAFRO Class CC, R Aux AF, RAFVR 
and RAFVR(T). Fully retired officers wear the badges of rank as recorded in the RAF Retired List. In 
all other cases the badges of rank to be worn are those of the officers’ current posts. Mess dress is only to 
be worn at functions and on occasions when this form of dress is appropriate for serving officers. 


0144. Ex-warrant officers/SNCOs are permitted to wear optional dress but not interim mess dress, at 
functions and on occasions when this form of dress is appropriate for serving warrant officers/SNCOs. 
Badges of rank are to be those to which the warrant officer/SNCO was eligible at the time of discharge. 
Ex-warrant officers/SNCOs may wear this form of dress in sergeants messes at their own discretion. If 
however an ex-warrant officer/SNCO wishes to wear mess dress at another location the prior approval of 
MOD P1(Cer) (RAF) must be obtained. 
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0145. When wom, mess dress must be of current design and in good condition, It is‘incumbent on all 
retired, auxiliary and reserve personnel when wearing uniform to present the same high standards of turn 
out as those still serving, 


0146. Permission to wear uniform automatically lapses when permission to retain rank is withdrawn or 
cancelled. 


Occasions when uniform is not to be worn by officers not on the Active List p 
0147, Uniform is not to be worn by any officer on the Retired or Reserve Lists or of the R Aux AF: 


a. When appearing on public platforms or making speeches at political meetings or otherwise en- 
gaging in political activities irrespective of whether they are prospective or adopted candidates 
for election to Parliament or local government. 


b. Whilst abroad, except with the permission of the Sovereign’s representative in the country con- 
cerned. 


c. When permission to retain rank is withdrawn or cancelled. 


Wearing of uniform by airmen after discharge or transfer to reserve 


0148. Except as permitted for officers, vide paras 0142 to 0144, an airman is not to wear uniform after 
his discharge from the Service. The wearing of uniform by an airman reservist is only permissible when 
called out on permanent service or in aid of the civil power, or when undergoing or proceeding to and 
from annual or other training, or when otherwise engaged in HM Service in employment of which it is an 
express condition that while employed therein he is subject to Air Force Law. Para 0147a also applies to 
non-commissioned reservists. 


Uniforms Act 1894 


0149, The wearing of a military uniform by unauthorized persons is an indictable offence under the 
above Act and offenders are liable to arrest when intending to deceive by purporting to be a military person. 
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CHAPTER 2 


ORDERS OF DRESS 


Introduction 


0201. The annexes to this chapter table the constituents of the various numbered orders of uniform dress 
which are illustrated by a representative selection of plates. Annexes and plates should be studied in con-: 
junction with the amplifying regulations set out below and other chapters dealing with specific aspects, as 
listed in the contents summary. In the regulations and tables master aircrew are included in any general 
reference to warrant officers. 


0202. The revised dress tables reflect the most recent Air Force Board decisions about the conservation 
of No 1 Dress uniforms and the introduction of ‘standard’ orders of working dress, The term ‘warm-weather’ 
dress (applicable to Nos 6, 7, 8 and 11 Dress tables) is the revised Joint Service description of former 
‘tropical’ dress, as scaled for tropical and semi-tropical areas. 


0203. Male officers and airmen serving in PMRAFNS are to conform with RAF orders of dress and regula- 
tions. Women officers of the Medical, Dental and Legal Branches are to conform with WRAF orders of 
dress and regulations, except that women medical officers are to wear the PMRAFNS branch/rank brooch 
on their WRAF pattern No 5/8 mess dress, 


No 1 Dress 


0204. No 1 Dress uniform is to be reserved in the main for wear on ceremonial and other occasions ap- 
proved by MOD (Air) or Commanders-in-Chief. For general guidance see para 0246 and Chap 10. 


Wearing of relegated No 1 uniforms 
0205. Officers and warrant officers who possess two No 1 uniforms may wear the second one as working 
dress so long as it remains presentable. Similarly serviceable relegated trousers and skirts may be worm, 


0206. Airmen and airwomen are not to wear No 1 uniform as routine working dress unless specific autho- 
rity is given by MOD (Air) for particular posts or duties. They may continue to wear (under coveralls or 
protective suits) part-serviceable trousers they have been allowed to retain at the exchange of Nos 1 and 2 
Dress garments. 


0207. Not allotted. 


No 2 Dress 

0208. For routine wear, when a specific order of dress has not been prescribed, the shirt, tie, head-dress 
and belt options shown in the No 2 Dress annexes may be at the individual’s discretion. For occasions such 
as VIP visits, which call for the added smartness of uniformity but fall short of requiring No 1 Dress, 
Commanders may order ‘standard’ working dress, depending on the season. 


0209, Columns c and d of the tables detail the standard forms of dress. Options, where permitted, are 
described in column e of the tables. 


0210. For some occasions (instead of standard dress as defined above) it will be appropriate for Com- 
manders to order the wearing of functional clothing by certain categories of personnel, eg combat clothing 
for RAF Regiment (vide para 0211), protective/working clothing for flight-line tradesmen/women, 


RAF No 3 (Combat) Dress 


0211. Combat clothing and compatible garments of Army pattern in olive drab (OD) are provided as 
working dress for officers and airmen of the RAF Regiment, as tabled under RAF No 3 Dress in Annex A. 
The RAF Regiment equivalents of ‘standard’ 2A and 2B Dress are No 3, 3A and 3B Dress. In accordance 
with paras 0208 and 0210 Commanders may order RAF Regiment personnel to wear No 2A, 2B,3,3A or 
3B Dress whenever a standard dress is required, eg for an important visit. However, for most visits the 
appropriate RAF Regiment dress will be No 3, 3A or 3B. 
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0212. At Commanders’ discretion, non-Regiment personnel, scaled for combat clothing, may be ordered 
to wear it during field training, deployment exercises, etc. Mixtures of blue uniform and combat clothing 
are not permitted. 


0213. The beret is normal headdress for RAF Regiment personnel in all orders of routine and standard 
yomes dress. It is also issued as training head-dress for student officers and officer cadets and is retained 
on graduation from IOT; with the appropriate miniature SD hat badge, it may be worn by officers with 
combat clothing when this is ordered in accordance with para 0212. 


0214. Pending financial approval for introduction as scaled items, officers and airmen of the RAF Regi- 
ment may wear the optional RAF stable belt with routine and standard Nos 2A, 2B, 3A, 3B, 7A and 7B 
Dress; similarly, shoulder strap slides inscribed ‘RAF Regiment’ may be worn on combat and working dress 
garments, 


Optional webbing belts RAF and WRAF 


0215. The RAF stable belt may only be worn by male personnel (other than RAF Regiment) with Nos 2B, 
7A and 7B Dress. Officers are to wear stable belts in accordance with instructions issued from time to time. 
The women’s optional purse belt may be worn by WRAF personnel with routine No 2B Dress. 


RAF working shirt 
0216. The RAF dark blue working shirt is authorized for wear by airmen and airwomen in the following 
trade groups and trades: 


TG1 Aircraft Engineering 

TG2 Electrical Engineering 

TG3 Ground Electronic Engineering 
TGS General Engineering 

TG6 Mechanical Transport 

TG7 Marine Craft 

TG8 Firemen and Kennelmaids only 
TG 13 Safety and Surface 

TG 18 Supply and Movements 


The working shirt is to be worn only with routine 2A and 2B dress on station or for home to duty travel— 
normally without a tie and with the collar unbuttoned and turned down outside jersey necks, Airwomen 
employed on parachute packing may wear the WRAF summer shirt in winter as well as summer. 


PMRAENS dress tables 


0217. The revised tables of No 2 and No 3 Dress for PMRAFNS women officers and airwomen (Annex B) 
reflect the approved working dress distinctions between Administrative Nursing Officers and Flight Nursing 
Officers (who are required to wear WRAF No 2 Dress components) and the majority of women officers and 
airwomen whose basic universal working dress is a white frock. 


0218. Administrative Nursing Officers include: 
a, Principal, senior, deputy and assistant matrons. 
b. Officers employed on the following duties: 
(1) Staff of the RAF College. 
(2) Nurse tutor. 
(3) Occupational health. 


(4) Recruiting. 
(5) SDL overseas. 
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Carrying of handbags 

0219. Handbags are to be carried by all female personnel over the left shoulder with the adjustable strap 
fully extended. When the carrying strap is shortened by means of the press studs provided, the strap should 
be held in the left hand. 


Seasonal limitations for Nos 2B and 3B Dress 


0220. Nos 2B and 3B (RAF Regiment) Dress may be wom outdoors only during the summer season as 
promulgated by Commanders-in-Chief. For the remainder of the year jackets or jerseys may be discarded 
and No 2B or 3B Dress wor in heated indoor workplaces. 


(Continued to para 0221) 
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ORDERS OF DRESS 
Special regulations and scale variations PMRAFNS/WRAF 


Skirts 
0221. The fitted/finished length of uniform skirts and frocks is to be between the centre of the knee and 
2 in (5.1 cm) below the knee. 


Stockings and tights 

0222. The approved uniform dress hose is beige colour seamless tights or stockings. Tights in the approved 
colour are stocked by the NAAFI. 

0223. The styling of uniform items is not to be altered by ironing-in pleats or creases. 


Slacks 


0224. Except for categories detailed below, slacks are not permitted as working dress in offices, kitchens 
or hospitals and should not be worn on duty unless specially ordered for emergencies, night duties or 
exercises (eg when NBC clothing has to be worn). 


0225. Service slacks may be worn with routine working dress by: 

a. Flight Nursing Officers and flight nursing attendants (including u/t). 

b. WRAF officers employed on engineering and supply duties at stations. 

c. Airwomen employed on stations in TGs 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 8 (Kennelmaids), 13 and 18. 
0226. Slacks are not to be worn outside station bounds, except: 

a. When proceeding to or from dispersed sites on duty. 

b. In direct transit home to duty. 

c. On casualty evacuation duties, 

d. When employed on MT vehicles or similar duties, 


Shoes 
0227. Service issue laced shoes and blue/grey socks are to be worn with No 2 Dress slacks. 


No 7 Dress 

0228, For overseas areas, excluding NW Europe, RAF GAI 6022 (Annex E) permits the local provision 
of warm-weather shirts and slacks, as necessary, for WRAF officers of the engineering and supply branches. 
AP 830, Vol 3, Part C, Scale C104 lists airwomen’s entitlement to warm-weather shirts, slacks and shorts. 
Blue/grey socks are to be worn with slacks, 


0229. No 7 Dress is the summer season working dress for PMRAFNS Administrative Nursing Officers 
overseas, including Germany. 


0230. During the summer dress season, WRAF officers and airwomen serving at NATO HQs on the Conti- 
nent and in RAF Germany may wear the warm-weather frock with black laced or court shoes, as appro- 
priate. Sandals of the approved pattern may be wom as an optional item, 


Greatcoats — provision 

0231. Greatcoats are provided on loan to officers promoted to air rank as required and to Directors of 
Music. RAF GAI 6025 regulates entitlements and arrangements for the loan issue of greatcoats for cere- 
monial and other particular requirements to all other personnel. 


Greatcoats — when worn 

0232. Except when other outerwear is ordered, all ranks may wear personal serviceable greatcoats of cur- 
rent pattern still in their possession or service raincoats. For officers, this includes the optional RAF pattern 
British warm, 


i) 
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0233. Liners provided for combat/protective overgarments and raincoats are not to be worn as outer 
garments. 


Gloves — brown/blue grey 
0234. Officers, Regardless of season, officers are to wear brown leather gloves on the following occasions: 


a. On all parades in No | Dress (except when swords are carried). 
b. When ordered on ceremonial and other formal occasions. 


0235. Unless specifically ordered, gloves are not to be worn or carried by officers during VIP visits to their 
units, 


0236. When No 1 Dress is worn for a reason unconnected with a ceremonial or other organized occasion or 
visit, gloves may be worn or carried at the local Commander’s or the individual’s discretion. 


0237. In extreme weather conditions, gloves may be worn with working dress or in conjunction with per- 
sonal issue greatcoats or raincoats, 


0238. Warrant officers, Warrant officers may wear officer pattern brown leather gloves on all occasions 
when officers do so, vide paras 0234-0237. 


0238A.Airmen and airwomen. Unless otherwise prescribed (vide para 0908) gloves are normally ordered for 
airmen and airwomen only during the colder months of the year, but they may be worn at individual dis- 
cretion as regulated in para 0237, 


0239. Gloves — white. The occasions for wearing of white gloves by officers, airmen and airwomen are 
stated at para 0908. 


Rules for wearing tie and shirt with No 2 Dress 

0240. Ties are always to be worn with the long sleeved wedgwood blue shirt, the PMRAFNS officers’ 
white shirt and the WRAF obsolescent blue/grey shirt, in conjunction with No 2 Dress jacket or the heavy 
jersey. In No 2A Dress, both collar and tie are to be worn under the jersey. When jacket or jersey is re- 
moved at place of work (vide para 0220) or in 2B Dress station commanders may permit ties to be dis- 
carded, shirt sleeves rolled up and neck button unfastened. WRAF personnel are not permitted to remove 
their ties or roll up their sleeves. 


0241. In routine Nos 2A and 2B Dress, the dark blue working shirt is to be worn without a tie and with 
the neck button unfastened; when a jersey is worn, the shirt collar is to be turned down outside the jersey 
neck. 


0242. In routine No 2B dress, the men’s optional short-sleeved and the women’s short-sleeved shirt are to 
be worn open necked. 


0243. In the cooler periods of otherwise warm days, the No 2 jacket or the jersey may be worn tempo- 
rarily with 2B dress. In these circumstances a tie is to be worn, WRAF personnel may also wear the No 2 
jacket or jersey over the summer shirt, the collar of the summer shirt is to be worn over the jacket collar. 


Cuff links 

0244. Cuff links prescribed for officers with formal orders of dress are to be plain gold or of similar 
appearance. Cuff links of this specification may also be worn by warrant officers with No 1 Dress and by 
warrant officers and senior NCOs with optional versions of RAF No 5 and 8 Dress. Cuff links are not to be 
worn with working dress. 


Optional dress items 

0245. Specifications and regulations for optional dress items are contained in Chap 3. These items are 
equally optional for the corresponding ranks of the Royal Auxiliary Air Force, the Royal Air Force Reserve 
of Officers (Class CC and Class J, RAFVR(T))and the Royal Observer Corps. 


ORDERS OF DRESS 


Dress for station duty personnel 

0246. Dress for station duty personnel, eg Station Duty Officer, Orderly Officer, Orderly Sergeant, etc, 
should be published by commanding officers in accordance with MOD(Air) and command policy. Duties 
may properly be carried out in any day dress, or specialist clothing, as appropriate and when ordered. 
Whilst the wearing of No 1 SD uniform is usually to be reserved for ceremonial and formal occasions, 
local Commanders may authorize its use by duty personnel where they consider this to be appropriate. 


Formal ball dress for women officers 
0247. Women officers may wear civilian ball gowns at officers’ mess annual formal balls. 
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CHAPTER 3 
OPTIONAL DRESS ITEMS 


Bespoke No 1 Dress uniforms — Non-regular officers 

0301. As an optional alternative to the free issues tabled in the annexes to RAF GAI 6021, officers of the 
Royal Auxiliary Air Force and the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve (including VR(T) branch) may elect 
to have their No 1 Dress uniforms privately tailored and may claim part reimbursement, as admissible for 
RAF/WRAF warrant officers, vide para 0305. 


Bespoke No 1 Dress uniforms — Warrant officers and senior NCOs 

0302. As an optional alternative to Service supply, warrant officers and senior NCOs may have their 
appropriate patterns of No 1 Dress uniform privately tailored, at their own expense, by tailors who are 
prepared to provide this service in conformity with MOD specifications and sealed patterns. Part reimburse- 
ment of the cost will be subject to paras 0304 and 0305. 


0303. Tailors are normally required to provide the appropriate uniform material, linings and buttons. 
However, to ensure conformity with approved patterns, rank and distinguishing badges and medal ribbons 
(as entitled) are to be provided by the customer from Service sources. It is also the customer's responsibility 
to ensure that uniforms are tailored to approved patterns and to verify that badges and medal ribbons are 
correctly positioned in accordance with the regulations in this publication. 


0304. Part reimbursement is inadmissible if an individual has a No | uniform in his possession which is 
still serviceable for parade or ceremonial occasions. Reimbursement of private expenditure may be claimed 
up to the value of the entitled Service replacement. Claims should be sent to MOD (F6h(Air)), supported 
by the receipted tailor’s bill and a certificate from the unit supply officer stating that the replaced uniform 
was unservicéable by reason of fair wear and tear, that a replacement No 1 Dress uniform has not been 
issued from Service sources and that the individual’s personal clothing card (Form 667C, D or E) has been 
annotated to show the date on which the uniform was privately purchased. 


0305. SNCOs who, on promotion to warrant officer, elect to purchase their first WO-pattern uniform from 
civilian sources may claim for reimbursement up to the value of the Service issue entitlement; expenditure 
in excess of this must be borne by the individuals. Claims should be sent to MOD (F6h(Air)), supported by 
the receipted tailor’s bill and a certificate from the unit supply officer stating that issues in kind due to the 
individual on promotion have been suitably adjusted, and that the appropriate personal clothing card has 
been annotated to show the date on which the uniform was privately purchased. 


Purchase of barathea cloth by officers and warrant officers 


0306. Approved barathea for officers’ and warrant officers’ No | Dress uniforms may be purchased from 
Service sources as noted in the RAF DCI on prepayment purchase. 


Optional Mess Dress — Warrant officers and SNCOs 

0307. Optional formal versions of Nos 5 and 8 Dress approved for WOs and SNCOs of the RAF and an- 
cillary forces tabled in the annexes to Chap 2 are illustrated at Plates 8 and 13 (RAF), Plate 23 (PMRAFNS) 

and Plate 29 (WRAF). Material for the men’s No 5 Dress is blue/grey worsted barathea; for No 8 Dress jac- 

ket, white polyester cotton. The material for PMRAFNS and WRAF Nos 5 and 8 Mess Dress gowns is royal 

blue knitted jersey. Although officers’ outfitters can provide these materials, they may also be bought from 
RAF sources by individual WOs and SNCOs, as noted in the RAF DCI on prepayment purchase. Pette=ns whey be 
Obtamust ow DElSonn Applanho~ fran Mob Abc2P (eAc). 

0308. For men’s Nos 5 and 8 Dress described above: 


a. Rank badges are reduced size, gold embroidered, worn on right sleeve only, as shown in plates 
noted at para 0307. 


b. Buttons are anodized 30 ligne and 22 ligne (not the ‘mounted’ type as prescribed for officers’ mess 
dress). 


c. Cummerbunds are unpleated blue/grey, in artificial silk or similar material, 5 in (12.7 cm) deep at 
the front and tapering to approx 3 in (7.6 cm) at the back. 


d. Gold embroidered miniature flying badges and miniature insignia/ribbons of orders, decorations 
and medals are available from officers’ outfitters. 


e. The jacket of No 8 Dress is the same pattern as the officers but without fitments for shoulder straps. 
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f. Shirts should be white, collar attached, plain pattern with long sleeves and double cuffs; conven- 
tional marcella type soft evening shirts may be worn. 


Airmens optional dress 
0309. For airmen who elect to wear white shirts and No 1 Dress trousers as No 8 Dress, cummerbunds 
should be of the pattern described in para 0308c. Shirts should be the plain version described in para 


0308f, with single cuffs, button-fastened. Woven shoulder rank badges (on dark blue) should be worn by 
NCOs on white shoulder straps of the same dimensions as the shoulder straps of No 7 Dress shirts. 


Women warrant officers and SNCOs Mess Dress 
0310. For Nos 5 and 8 Dress (women): 


a. Rank badges and other insignia are illustrated at Plate 43; these are to be worn as illustrated at 
Plates 23 and 29. Warrant officer and master aircrew rank badges and medical and dental branch 
trade badges are Service supplied items; the other badges are supplied by the trade. 


b. Optional accessories are as prescribed for officers in para 0618. 


c. ‘Miniatures’ are as prescribed for men in para 0308d. The blue/grey backing of miniature flying 
badges may be trimmed to the embroidery edges to eliminate colour clash with the royal blue gown 
material. 


0311. RAF field service caps. The RAF field service cap and badge are illustrated in Plate 31. The material 
is blue/grey worsted barathea of standard styling for Group Captains and below; the Air Officer’s cap is 
piped in minerva blue. The occasions for wear are noted in column e Annex A, Chap 2. For stability in 
wear, it is advisable to order this cap in a size larger than the SD hat in use. In wearing, the lower button 
of the cap is to be centred on the forehead and 1 in (2.5 cm) above the line of the eyebrows; the cap 
should be tilted to the right so that the right hand edge is % in (1.3 cm) above the top of the wearer’s right 
ear. 


Officers ‘British warm’ 

0312. Officers ‘British warm’ is illustrated at Plate 36. The material is blue/grey fleece cloth of the same 
quality specified for officers’ greatcoats, with blue leather buttons. The shoulder ranking is blue/black 
braiding which may be sewn on or detachable. Women officers may elect left side buttoning. 


Officers cloaks 

0313. PMRAENS officers (Plate 39). All PMRAFNS officers may wear a cloak of blue/grey barathea cloth, 
lined in maroon rayon; the three buttons are 27 ligne high-dome anodized. The cloak may be worn as out- 
door cover for No 3 (ward) Dress and with formal dress when in transit to or from ceremonial functions. 


0314. Not allotted. 


0315. Blue/grey woollen scarf. The approved pattern is in woven blue/grey lambswool. Except on parade 
or when otherwise prohibited, this may be worn under personal greatcoats, the officers’ ‘British warm’, 
raincoats or equivalent garments, In use, the scarf is to be so folded that not more than 1 in (2.5 cm) is 
visible above the neck of the outer garment. 


0316. WRAF miscellaneous items, The following additional weather protectives are permitted for all 
women officers and airwomen: 


a. Rainhood. During wet weather a clear unpatterned plastic hood may be worn over uniform head- 
dress, except on parade or other ceremonial occasions. 


b. Umbrellas. Umbrellas may be carried or used while in uniform except on parade or other ceremonial 
occasions. Umbrellas should be plain handled, black, short or telescopic and not walking-stick type. 


c. Overshoes/boots. In wet or snowy conditions, civilian-type boots, overboots, overshoes or welling- 
tons may be worn with uniform, except on parade or other occasions as locally ordered. This foot- 
wear is to be black, plain pattern with low heels, made of rubber, leather or plastic and of such a 
length that the top of the boot is no higher than the base of the wearer’s knee. 


0317, 


b. 


0318. 


OPTIONAL DRESS ITEMS 
RAF stable belt and WRAF purse belt. 
The RAF stable belt is web woven in RAF colours, and has leather straps and buckle fastenings. 
The standard width is 3 in (7.65 cm). When worn the dark blue stripe should be uppermost and 
fastenings secured over the left hip, as shown in Plate 4. 


The WRAF purse belt is web woven in blue. 


Desert boots (RAF). At the discretion of Cs in C, and air or other officers commanding independent 


establishments abroad, desert boots of approved shades and patterns may be authorized as working dress 
for RAF officers and airmen. 


0319. 
0320. 


Not allotted. 
Brown leather gloves — Warrant officers and airmen/airwomen. 


Men and women warrant officers. Officer pattern brown leather gloves may be purchased by war- 
rant officers and wor by them on all occasions when officers are required to wear brown gloves. 


Airmen, Airmen below the rank of warrant officer may wear officer pattern brown leather gloves 
with working dress on occasions when gloves are noted as optional in column e of the tables at 
Annex A, Chap 2. 


NON—UNIFORM DRESS ITEMS 


Sports representative blazers, badges and ties 


0321. 


The RAF sports representative blazer, badge and tie. 


Entitlement. Only personnel who have represented the Royal Air Force, including the Women’s 
Royal Air Force, at home in officially recognized senior inter-Service championships against the 
Royal Navy and/or the Army are eligible to wear the RAF sports representative blazer, badge and 
tie. To prevent their wear by unauthorized persons, every applicant for the blazer, badge and/or 
tie, is to obtain a certificate authorizing their wear, signed by the secretary of the particular RAF 
association/union for which they have played. This certificate is to be sent to, or produced for 
inspection by the firm from whom the blazer, badge and/or tie is ordered, whenever such an order is 
placed, regardless of whether the order is for first supply or replacement. 


The blazer, The RAF sports representative blazer may be either single-breasted or double-breasted 
in accordance with the specifications at para 0323. 


Blazer buttons. The RAF sports representative blazer buttons are identical with those worn on the 
RAF officer’s No 5 Dress jacket and the blue waistcoat. 


Blazer badge. The RAF sports representative badge consists of an eagle and crown worked in white 
silk. 
The tie. The RAF sports representative tie has a dark blue background, with woven replicas of the 


sports representative badge % in (1.3 cm) in width distributed at intervals of approximately 1% in 
(3.8 cm). 


RAF, R Aux AF and RAFVR general blazer 


0322. 


The RAF, R Aux AF and RAFVR general blazer and associated badges. 


Entitlement. The general blazer may be worn by serving and ex-members of the Royal Air Force 
and its ancillary Services including women officers and airwomen. A badge is not to be worn on the 
general blazer unless authorized in accordance with para 0325 below. 


The blazer. The RAF general blazer may be either single-breasted or double-breasted in accordance 
with the specifications at para 0323. 
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Cc. 


0323. 


0324. 


Blazer buttons. The RAF general blazer buttons are chromium plated and indented with an eagle 
and crown. The buttons for the non-regular auxiliary and reserve forces are further indented below 
the eagle and crown, with the letters R Aux AF, RAFVR or RAFVR(T) as appropriate. 


Blazer badge. Subject to para 0325 below, entitled personnel may wear the appropriate command or 
formation sports representative badge. 


Specification for blazers. 


Single-breasted blazer. The single-breasted blazer is made of navy blue material, with three patch 
pockets and three large buttons on the front of the blazer and three small buttons on the cuffs. 


Double-breasted blazer. The double-breasted blazer is made of navy blue material, with three patch 
pockets, four large buttons on the front of the blazer and three small buttons on each cuff. 


Command and formation sports representative badges. Command and formation sports representa- 


tive badges may be worm only by personnel who, in a type of sport for which the RAF sports representative 
badge is awarded, have represented a command at home or abroad (or a formation abroad that is authorized 
by MOD (Air) to award badges). 


0325. 


From time to time personnel other than sports representatives will be authorized by MOD ADCRP 


(RAF) to wear the RAF representative blazer, eg the RAF Aerobatic Team, the RAF Police Dog Team. 


Service ties: RAF, R Aux AF and RAFVR 


0326. 


Past and present members of the Royal Air Force, Royal Auxiliary Air Force and Royal Air Force 


Volunteer Reserve may wear the appropriate formation tie as described below: 


a. 


The Royal Air Force tie consists of alternate bands of dark blue and dark red, 1 in (2.5 cm) in 
width, the latter band being edged with light blue 3/16 in (S$ mm) in width. The tie is cut diagonally, 
so that below the knot the colour bands run from top right to bottom left of the wearer. 


The Royal Auxiliary Air Force tie consists of alternate bands of dark blue, light blue and dark red. 
The dark blue band is 1 in (2.5 cm) wide and the other two bands are each 3/16 in (5 mm) wide. 
The light blue stripe is uppermost of the two narrow bands. Embroidered on the dark blue bands 
are dark red eagles, central to the band and spaced 1 in (2.5 cm) apart. The tie is cut diagonally so 
that below the knot the colour bands run from the top left to bottom right of the wearer. 


The Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve tie consists of two indented stripes of maroon and light 
blue, each 3/16 in (5 mm) in width and set on a dark blue background. The light blue stripe is 
uppermost and each pair of stripes is 2% in (6.25 cm) apart. The tie is cut in such a way that below 
the knot the stripes run from the wearer’s top left to bottom right. 


CHAPTER 4 
DISTINGUISHING INSIGNIA 


General 

0401. Only authorized RAF badges (including aircrew badges) are to be worn on RAF, PMRAFNS and 
WRAF uniforms, except that the approved detachable insignia for NATO HQ may be wor by RAF and 
WRAF personnel whilst serving on posted tours of duty at these headquarters. 


0402. RAF GAI 5039 sets out the policy for distinguishing badges and the rules for examination and 
submission of new badge proposals, 


ea shoulder straps: officers 

Marshals of the Royal Air Force. Distinctive ranked shoulder straps are worn by Marshals of the 
Reval Air Force on the greatcoat and with Nos 1A, 6,°8 and 8A Dress. The greatcoat version illustrated in 
Plate 43 is faced with blue/grey Crombie cloth. Barathea blue/grey is specified for the shoulder straps of 
Nos 1A, 8 and 8A Dress and stone colour worsted polyester for No 6 Dress. For wearing of Royal Cyphers, 
see Chap 8. 


0404. Distinctive blue/grey barathea unranked shoulder straps are worn by Air Chief Marshals, Air Mar- 
shals, Air Vice-Marshals, Director Nursing Services (RAF) and Director WRAF when in No 1A Dress. 
However, when a greatcoat is worn with No 1A or No 5 Dress, detachable gold ranked shoulder straps in 
Crombie material are worn, (Illustration at Plate 74.) 


0405. With No 1 Dress, plain shoulder straps are worn by officers entitled to wear aiguillettes and/or the 
Royal Cypher and by AVMs and above, DNS(RAF) and DWRAF., (See Plate 74.) 


0406. With No 5 Dress, plain shoulder straps in Venetian cloth are worn by male officers entitled to wear 
aiguillettes and/or the Royal Cypher. (See Plate 43.) 


Rank badges — officers 

0407. The basic rank identification for officers on Nos 1, 1A, 2, 3, 6, 6B and 7 Dress is light blue on black 
braid in three widths: narrow — % in (6 mm) for Pilot Officer; medium — 9/16 in (1.4 cm) for Flying Offi- 
cer and broad — 2 in (5.1 cm) for Air Commodore. Rank badges for other officers is a combination of the 
braiding as illustrated in Plate 41 for sleeves, and Plate 42 for shoulder straps. 


0408. Composite blue/black rank braid on blue/grey background is available for the ranks of Flight 
Lieutenant to Group Captain and Air Vice-Marshal to Air Chief Marshal. 


0409. Positioning of rank badges. 


a. Jacket sleeves, Nos 1 and 1A Dress. All officers wear rings of black and blue ranking braid as appro- 
priate, the centre of the braid being 3% in (9.5 cm) from the bottom of the cuff and the distance 
between each row 1/8 in (3 mm). 


b. Shoulder straps for Nos 2, 3, 6, 6B, 7 Dress and the greatcoat, Generally, the bottom row of compo- 
site braid should be at the base of the strap. When single braid is used, the first row should be 
1/8 in (3 mm) from the base of the strap and the space between rows 1/16 in (2 mm) for ranks 
AVM to ACM and 1/8 in (3 mm) for officers below air rank. 
MRAF-ranking-on-Nos-2,3,-6B -and-7 Dress. For Pit Off-and-Fg-Off;the-braid should be-mounted 
- i g the host garment — % in (13mm) wide-for-Pit-Off-and 
3/8 in (9 mm) wide for Fg Off. 


c. Provost and RAF Regiment officers. The base of ‘APM’ and ‘RAF Regiment’ shoulder slides is to 
be aligned with the base of the shoulder strap. Rank braiding is to be set 1/16 in (2 mm) above the 
top of the APM slide and the upper letters of the Regiment slide, 


0410. Gold lace ranking. Full width gold lace is worn on the sleeves of RAF Nos 5 and 9 Dress, composed 
as prescribed for No 1 Dress. Excepting MRAF, half width gold ranking lace is worn on shoulder straps of 
Nos 6A, 8, 8A, 10 and 11 Dress and on greatcoat shoulder straps, as prescribed in para 0404. The gold- 
embellished shoulder straps for Nos 6A, 8, 8A and 11 Dress are illustrated at Plate 43. 
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0411. Mess Dress rank brooches — Women officers. PMRAFNS and WRAF officers’ mess dress brooches 
are illustrated at Plate 43, Women medical officers wear the PMRAFNS brooch. 


0412. Officers’ raincoat lapel rank badges for Gp Capt and below are illustrated in Plate 43. The badge has 
gilt bars inset in a frame of royal blue enamel and is positioned as illustrated in Plate 35, 


Rank badges — airmen and airwomen 

0413. The badges of rank for airmen and airwomen are illustrated in Plates 44 and 45. The sleeve badges 
are embroidered in light blue on backgrounds of dark blue felt. Shoulder rank badges for warrant officers 
and NCOs in the same colour combinations are worn on temperate climate and warm-weather clothing. 
Woven sleeve rank badges, on stone colour background, are provided for ranks below corporal for wear on 
men’s bush jackets and women’s Nos 6/7 Dresses. 


0414. List and composition of sleeve rank badges: 


RANK BADGE 
a b 

Master aircrew A gilded metal eagle within embroidered laurel 
leaves surmounted by the Royal Arms 

Warrant officer The Royal Arms 

Flight sergeant aircrew An eagle and 3-bar chevron, surmounted by a 
crown 

Flight sergeant A 3-bar chevron surmounted by a crown 

Chief technician A 3-bar chevron surmounted by a 4-bladed pro- 
peller 

Sergeant aircrew A 3-bar chevron surmounted by an eagle 

Sergeant A 3-bar chevron 

Corporal A 2-bar chevron 

Junior technician A 4-bladed propeller wom with the blades of the 
propeller diagonally as in the cross of St Andrew 

Senior aircraftman A 3-bladed propeller, worn with one blade vertical, 
in the form of a letter *Y’ 

Leading aircraftman A 2-bladed horizontal propeller 


Notes 


iB Tips of the aircrew eagles’ wings are to be horizontally in line 1/8 in (3 mm) below the upper points 
of the chevrons. 


7B Base of flight sergeant aircrew crown is to be centered % in (6 mm) above the eagle. 


ae Base of flight sergeant (ground) crown to be 1/8 in (3 mm) above a horizontal line joining upper tips 
of chevrons. 


4. Chief technician propeller to be positioned with blades diagonally as in the cross of St Andrew with 
the centre of propeller boss % in (1.2 cm) above a horizontal line joining the tips of the ends of the chev- 
rons. 


ar Excepting flight sergeant musicians of established bands, who also wear them on No 11 Dress, flight 
sergeants’ metal crowns are to be worn on No | Dress jackets only. An embroidered crown is provided for 
working dress clothing, raincoat and the greatcoat. 


6. 


DISTINGUISHING INSIGNIA 


Metal components of aircrew sleeve rank badges are not to be worn on No 6 Dress jacket, the rain- 


coat or greatcoat, or flying clothing. 


0415. 


Note. 


In all cases the eagle is to face to the rear. 
Regulations for wearing of rank badges by airmen and airwomen. 
Sleeve rank badges described above are to be worn as follows: 


(1) By all ranks on Nos | and 2 Dress jackets and raincoats. 


(2) By personnel issued with No 6 (pool) uniform for SDL postings. However, warrant officers 
should wear shoulder flashes on No 6 uniform. Metal aircrew eagles are not to be worn by 
NCOs. 


(3) By all ranks on pool greatcoats on long term loan but only warrant officers and NCO badges 
are to be worn on greatcoats loaned from a pool for particular ceremonial occasions — vide 
para 0231. 


On authorized garments, sleeve rank badges are to be displayed centrally on the outer face of both 
sleeves and positioned as follows: 


(1) Warrant officers — Centre of badge 6% in (16.5 cm) from sleeve bottom 


(2) Non-commissioned — Lowest point of chevrons 9% in (24.1 cm) from the shoulder seam 
officers 


(3) Junior technicians — Centre of propeller bosses 6 in (15.2 cm) from the shoulder seam 
and aircraftmen/ 
women 


Badges are to be sewn on in their original sizes and are not to be folded or turned over. 


Shoulder rank badges are to be worn by warrant officers and NCOs on appropriate shoulder strap- 
ped garments other than No 2 Dress jackets. They should be neatly folded to the width of the 
shoulder strap, pressed flat and fitted at the base of the strap, with badge motif centrally positioned. 
RAF Police and RAF Regiment personnel wearing their distinctive shoulder slides are to conform 
with para 0409c. 


Woven sleeve badges for warm-weather dress below corporal are to be worn on bush jackets, Nos 6 
and 7 Dresses. The badge is to be centred on the outer face of both sleeves, 5 in (12.7 cm) from the 
shoulder seams. Before sewing on, unfinished ends or selvedges are to be turned in to present 
balanced, equal sized, flat images. 


Mess dress rank badges for warrant officers and SNCOs on Nos 5 and 8 optional dress is detailed at 
para 0308a for men and para 0310 for women. The men’s single badge is worn as prescribed for 
No | Dress. 


QUALIFICATION BADGES 


Flying badges (Plate 46) 


0416. 


This section should be read in conjunction with QRs 206, 435, J 727 and 728. The following is the 


list of flying badges currently awarded, with descriptions of the patterns generally worn on flying clothing 
and uniform. 


BADGE DESCRIPTION 


Pilot Wings of drab silk embroidery with monogram 
‘RAF’ in centre, surrounded: by laurel wreath of 
brown silk and surmounted by a crown — on dark 
blue melton cloth. 


Navigator The letter ‘N’ of drab silk surrounded by a laurel 
wreath of brown silk with an outspread drab silk 
wing 2% in (6.35 cm) long — on dark blue melton 
cloth. 
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BADGE DESCRIPTION 
Air Electronics Officer or ) As for Navigator, but with the alternative letters 
Operator (AE) ) in brackets 
Air Engineer (E) ) 
Air Loadmaster (LM) ) 
Preliminary — Flying (Pilot) Eagle of drab silk embroidery — on dark blue 
(QR 728) melton cloth 
Parachute Training Instructor As for Navigator but with small parachute in drab 
(Honorary aircrew status — silk within the laurel wreath 
(QR 435)) 


0417. When entitled to wear one of the flying badges described at para 0416 it is to be worn on the left 
breast of a uniform jacket, immediately and centrally above the top line of conventional breast pockets 
(when fitted) and in a corresponding position on the heavy jersey, pocketless uniform jackets and women’s 
frocks. When medal ribbons are worn, flying badges are to be placed directly above the top row of medal 
ribbons, with a space of % in (6.5 mm) between the lowest part of the badge and the upper edge of the 
ribbon/s. 


0418. Flying badges worn with Nos 5 and 8 Dress are to be half size, gold embroidered on blue/grey mate- 
rial. For RAF officers the badge is positioned on the left lapel with the top of the centre of the badge 
1% in (3.8 cm) below the inner end of the collar step opening. For WRAF it is positioned as illustrated for 
SNCOs’ optional mess dress in Plate 52. 


Other qualification badges (Illustrated at Plate 50) 

0419. Unless otherwise stated, qualification badges for wear on temperate climate dress are silk embroi- 
dered on dark blue felt and are to be worn without any trimming or reduction of the background. Appro- 
priate versions are also prescribed for RAF No 6 Dress, but woven versions of some, on stone colour back- 
ground, are provided for short sleeved garments such as men’s bush jackets and women’s Nos 6 and 7 Dress, 
as detailed at para 0431, 


0420. Parachutist badge with wings (see QR 436). The parachutist badge with wings depicts an opened 
parachute flanked by a pair of wings. The parachute is embroidered in white and the wings in light blue. 
When authorized the badge is to be worn on the right sleeve, with the badge centre 3 in (7.6 cm) below the 
shoulder seam on Nos 1, 1A, 334, 6 and 6A Dress. A small gold embroidered version may be worn on 
Nos 5A, 5B and 8 Dress in the same position. 


0421. Parachutist badge without wings (see QR 436). The parachutist badge without wings consists of an 
opened parachute in white on a circular background. The badge is to be worn by qualified officers and air- 
men in the same manner as for the parachutist badge with wings. 


0422. Flight Medical Officer (FMO) badge. The badge depicts a central design of brown staff and gold 
serpents flanked by white wings. It is to be worn by authorized officers on the right sleeve of the jacket of 
Nos 1, 2, 6 and 6B Dress and on flying clothing with the badge centred 4 in (10.2 cm) below the shoulder. 
A miniature gold embroidered version may be worn in the same position on Nos 5 and 8 Dress. An officer 
entitled to wear this badge and the parachutist badge, with wings, is to wear only the FMO badge. 


0423. Air Steward badge. The badge design is a pair of wings in light blue silk with a central motif of the 
letters ‘AS’. It is to be worn on the right sleeve of Nos 1, 2 and 6 Dress, centrally positioned, with the top 
of the central motif 4 in (10.2 cm) below the shoulder seam. 


0424. Flight Nursing Attendant badge. This is similar to the air steward badge except that the central 
motif is a red cross on a light blue background and is to be worn as prescribed for the air steward badge. 


0425. Mountain rescue badge. The badge is in light blue silk. This badge was reintroduced in 1979 to re- 
place the general rescue badge. It is to be worn only by airmen below the rank of warrant officer whilst 
serving as members of a mountain rescue team, It is worn on the right jacket sleeve of Nos 1 and 2 Dress, 
centrally positioned with the base of the badge 4 in (10.2 cm) from the bottom of the sleeve. 


DISTINGUISHING INSIGNIA 


0426. Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) badge (Plate 50), The RAF bomb disposal badge was reintro- 
duced as a special qualification badge in 1976 for EOD qualified airmen below the rank of warrant officer 
whilst employed on full time bomb disposal duties, The badge is to be worn as follows: 


a. By NCOs on the right sleeve of Nos |, 2, 2A, 3A and 6B Dress, with the top edge of the badge back- 
ground % in (1.3 cm) below the point of the chevron. 


b. By aircraftmen on the right sleeve of above garments with the top edge of the badge background 
9 in (22.9 cm) below the shoulder seam. 


When actively engaged in EOD duties, ‘BD’ armlets (Plate 55) are to be worn by officers, warrant officers 
and airmen employed full or part time when wearing protective clothing. 


0427. Marksman badge. The marksman badge consists of crossed rifles worked in light blue silk. The 
bottom edge is to be 4 in (10.2 cm) from the bottom of the right sleeve. This badge is to be worn only by 
qualified personnel below the rank of warrant officer. 


0428. Drum major badge. This is a trade qualification badge for qualified musicians only and is not a rank 
badge. Description and dress regulations are as follows: 


a. The badge comprises four chevrons with a drum above. The badges, embroidered in gold, are to be 
worn on both sleeves of Nos 9 and 11 Dress only, with the chevrons positioned % in (1.3 cm) above 


the cuff designs and with the base of the drum % in (1.3 cm) above the point of the chevrons. The 
drum is anodized for No 11 Dress. 


b. With Nos | to 8 Dress (inclusive) a drum major is to wear his appropriate badges of rank. 


No drum (or pipe) major badge is authorized for wear on official service dress by members of voluntary 
bands, who should continue to wear their usual badges of rank and their voluntary bandsman badges. 


0429. Voluntary Bandsman badge. The voluntary bandsman badge consists of an anodized lyre in a wreath. 
It is worn on the jacket of Nos | and 2 Dress, above the elbow on the left sleeve only, as follows: 


a. By NCOs with the top of the badge % in (1.3 cm) below the point of the chevron. 


b. By junior technicians, aircraftmen/women top of the badge 9 in (22.9 cm) below the shoulder 
seam. 


0430. Trumpeter badge. The trumpeter badge consists of crossed trumpets in anodized metal. This badge 
is worn with the mouthpieces upwards and as prescribed for the voluntary bandsman badge. 


0431. Qualification badges — RAF No 6B and Women’s Nos 6 and 7 Dress. 


a, Woven badges on a stone colour background are provided for bush jackets and dresses as follows: 


Flight Nursing Attendant 
Air Steward 
Parachutist (with and without wings) 


b. Only one of these, or a trade badge vide para 0457 may be worn on the short sleeved garments, 
see para 0458. The badge is mounted on the outer face of the right sleeve only, 3 in (7.6 cm) below 
the shoulder seam. 

c. Before sewing on, the unfinished edges of these badges are to be turned in to present flat images. 

0432—0434. Not allotted. 
HAT AND CAP DISTINCTIONS 
General 


0435. Hat and cap badges for all ranks are illustrated in Plate 47. Hats and caps for RAF, PMRAFNS and 
the WRAF are illustrated in Plates 31, 32 and 33 respectively. 
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0436. 


Plate 31 illustrates the following: 


The oak leaf gold embellished patent leather SD hat peaks for Air officers and Group Captains. 
This is also worn by WRAF officers of Air and Group Captain rank. 


The Air officers’ blue piped field service cap and the plain version for other officers and airmen. 
The all ranks beret which is subject to restricted wear by officers, vide para 0213. 
White-topped ‘Duty’ head dress for RAF police. The WRAF equivalent version is shown in Plate 33. 


Distinctive ceremonial peaked hats for Directors of Music, warrant officer musicians and airmen of 
The Queen’s Colour Squadron. 


The RAF established bands busby, illustrating the style and distinguishing elements. Plumes are red 
for officers and warrant officers and blue for airmen. 


Badge regulations 


0437. 


0438. 


c. 


0440. 


SD Hats. 


Air Officer. The badge consists of a wreath of laurels surmounted by lion and crown, all in gold 
embroidery with an eagle in gilt metal superimposed. 


Group Captain, other officers and officer cadets. The badge consists of an eagle in gilt metal above 
entwined laurel leaves in gold embroidery. The whole is surmounted by a crown in gold embroidery. 


Warrant officers. The badge consists of an anodized eagle above laurel leaves surmounted by a 
crown. 


Airmen and PMRAFNS airwomen. The badge consists of the letters ‘RAF’ within laurel leaves 
surmounted by a crown, the whole badge being anodized. 


WRAF airwomen wear a miniature version of d above. 


Beret. 


Officers. Subject to para 0213, male officers of the RAF are to wear miniatures of their SD hat 
badges. The Service supplied badge for officers below air rank is metal, but embroidered versions 
may be worn optionally at personal expense. Similarly WRAF officers and women officers of the 
medical, dental and legal branches wear the miniature badge on the airwomen’s SD hat. Personnel 
undergoing initial officer training are to wear the miniature badge superimposed on a white disc. 


Warrant officers. Warrant officers wear a miniature version of the warrant officer’s hat badge. 


All airmen and airwomen. All airmen/women are to wear the SD hat badge. 


. Optional Field Service cap (men only). 


Air Officers. Air officers are to wear a miniature embroidered version of the SD hat badge. The two 
front buttons on the cap are the mounted gilt type. 


Other officers and warrant officers are to wear the anodized eagle and crown badge, with matching 
anodized front buttons. 


Airmen are to wear the SD hat badge with matching anodized buttons. 


Duty Head-Dress RAF/WRAF Police. RAF/WRAF Police are to wear the appropriate badge of the 


male ranks’ SD hat. 


0441. 


DISTINGUISHING INSIGNIA: 


Positioning of hat and cap badges 

SD hats 

(1) Officers, warrant officers and personnel undergoing initial officer training. The base of the 

surmounting crown is to be in line with the top of the hat band, 

(2) Airmen. The bar of the central letter ‘A’ is to be in line with the top of the hat band. 

(3) PMRAFNS airwomen. After removing the lugs, sew the badge at top and bottom centrally on 
the hat band, 


(4) WRAF airwomen (miniature badge), The badge is sewn on the wearer's left side of the outer 
flap, positioned vertically, with the front edge of the badge 2 in (5.1 cm) from the centre front 
of the hat and with the top of the crown % in (1.3 cm) from the top of the flap. (PMRAFNS 
and WRAF officers and warrant officers who wear this hat as working dress are to wear minia- 
tures of their SD hat badges in the position prescribed above for airwomen.) 


Berets, The appropriate badge as defined in para 0438 is to be positioned as illustrated in Plate 31 
(RAF) and Plate 33 (WRAF). Positioning is guided by the fixed eyelets for Service supplied badges. 


Field service caps. The appropriate badge as defined in para 0439 is to be positioned as illustrated 
in Plate 31. 


0442—0444. Not allotted. 


BRANCH AND TRADE GROUP BADGES 


Medical and PMRAFNS (Plate 48) 


0445. 


The winged caduceus of Mercury surmounted by a crown is the collar lapel badge for all ranks, 


including officers of the Medical Technician Branch (Medical Section) and the Medical Secretarial Branch. 
Separate versions of the badge are to be worn as follows: 


0446. 


The gilt wing caduceus badge is the lapel badge for Nos 1, 2, 6 and 6B Dress and the collars of 
women’s Nos 6 and 7 Dress. The bottom of the badge is to be positioned 1 in (2.5 cm) above the 
inner end of the step opening; the staff of the badge is to be parallel with the inside (rolled) edge 
and midway between that and the outer edge of the collar. 

The point of the wing is to be positioned %4 in (6 mm) below the inner end of the step opening 
with the staff of the badge parallel to the inside rolled edge. 

A single badge, either gilt or silver winged caduceus, may be worn by PMRAFNS or WRAF warrant 
officers and SNCOs on the optional Nos 5 and 8 mess dress. The badge is to be positioned vertically 
and centrally on the wearer’s front right quarter of the dress collar. 

On the PMRAEFNS officer’s ward dress cape, the staff of the gilt winged badge is placed diagonally 
on the front corners, midway between the points of the facing, (Plate 22). 


Identification/Qualification badges for PMRAFNS nurses and trainee nurses. 

The medical badge, blue embroidered within a wreath, on a white background, is to be sewn on the 
wearer’s upper left front of PMRAFNS No 3 Dress as illustrated in Plate 22. 

The nurse training school badge is to be positioned on the wearer's upper right front of PARAFNS 
No 3 Dress. 

SRN/SEN qualification is identified by shoulder strap sleeves of petersham ribbon (Navy blue — 
SRN: Green — SEN). NCO shoulder rank badges are to be fitted over the ribbon so that % in 
(1.3 cm) of the ribbon is visible below the base of the rank badge. 

One and 2—bar green ribbon on white shoulder strap slides are worn on duty dress shoulder straps 
to identify 1st and 2nd year pupil nurses. 


Dental (including Med Tech Branch—Dental Section) 


0447. 


The collar lapel badge for all ranks is gilt, comprising a laurel wreath enclosing the letters ‘DB’ and 


flanked on each side by wings, as illustrated at Plate 48. The badge is to be worn as follows: 


The dental collar badge is to be worn as prescribed for the Medical Branch badge in paras 044Sa,b 
and c. The long axis of the badge is to be horizontal. 
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b. By male officers, warrant officers and SNCOs on the lapels of Nos 5 and 8 Dress —as specified for 
the medical badge, with the long axis of the badge horizontal. 


c. Singly, by women officers, warrant officers and SNCOs on the WRAF Nos 5 and 8 mess dress gown; 
badge to be horizontally centred on the wearer’s front right quarter of the collar. 


RAF Regiment (Plate 49) 

0448. The ‘RAF Regiment’ lettered arm badge is embroidered in light blue on dark blue felt for temperate 
dress and No 6 Dress uniforms, The RAF Regiment band wear a similar arm badge, but with gold wire 
lettering on a dark blue background on Nos 9 and 11 Dress. The badge is worn by all ranks of the RAF 
Regiment following successful completion of basic specialist training, and by members of the RAF Regi- 
ment band. It is to be worn by officers and airmen on both jacket sleeves of Nos 1, 1A, 2,6, 6A, 6B, 9 and 
11 Dress and on the greatcoat by officers and airmen of The Queen’s Colour Squadron only. The badge is 
to be mounted with the centre point % in (6 mm) below the sleeve head seam. A miniature RAF Regiment 
shoulder badge of the approved pattern woven in gold wire and mounted on Venetian cloth, is to be wom 
by RAF Regiment officers, RAF Regiment Auxiliary officers on Nos 5 and 8 Dress, To facilitate laundering 
the badge is to be mounted on press studs for wear with No 8 Dress. Similarly , warrant officers/SNCOs of 
the RAF Regiment and RAF Auxiliary Air Force Regiment who possess optional mess dress may also 
wear this badge. The badge is to be mounted with the centre point % in (6 mm) below the sleeve head seam. 


0449. RAF Regiment shoulder slides. The RAF Regiment shoulder slide, illustrated in Plate 49, may be 
worn by all ranks on appropriate garments. Positioning of the shoulder rank badges with these slides is 
described in para 0409c for officers and para 041 5c for warrant officers and NCOs. 


Provost armlets and badges (Plates 56 and 49) 
Armlets 


0450. The armlet (APM for provost officers and RAFP for RAF Police) is to be worn on the left arm, 
above the elbow, by provost officers when on duty with RAF police and by RAF police, including WRAF, 
when on uniformed police duty in Nos 1 and 2 Dress and No 6 Dress (RAF only), 


0451. Rank armlets for warrant officers and NCOs are provided for wear on protective outer garments 
not fitted with shoulder straps. 


Duty shoulder slides 

0452. Red and black shoulder slides, inscribed APM and RAFP, are approved for wear by provost officers 
and RAF police with forms of dress which do not permit the wearing of armlets. These slides may be worn 
on police duties with Nos 2A. 2B, 6B, 7A and 7B Dress; and Nos 6 and 7 Dress by women. At the discre- 
tion of local commanders, these slides may be worn by provost officers and RAF police when dressed in 
combat clothing. 


0453, The eagle arm badge (Plate 49). This badge is provided only for greatcoats for airmen and airwomen 
below the rank of warrant officer. 


Trade Badges, Airmen/Airwomen 


0454. Physical Training Instructor badge (Plate 50). The badge wom by NCO physical training instructors 
depicts crossed swords with an eagle superimposed, surmounted by a crown. The badge is to be worn on 
the right jacket sleeve of Nos 1, 2 and 6 Dress with the top edge of the background % in (1.3 cm) below the 
point of the chevron. 


0455. Telecommunications badge (Plate 50). The telecommunications badge depicts sparks emanating 
from a closed hand. The badge is to be worn in the following manner: 


a. By flight sergeants, chief technicians, sergeants and corporals, On the right sleeve of Nos 1,2 and 6 
Dress with the top edge of the background % in (1.3 cm) below the point of the chevron. 


b. By junior technicians and below. On the right tunic sleeve of Nos 1, 2 and 6 Dress with the top 
edge of the background 9 in (23.5 cm) below the shoulder seam. 
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0456. Musicians, established bands (Plate 50). The badge of the musicians of the established bands consists 
of a lyre in a wreath surmounted by a crown. It is to be worn on Nos | and 2 Dress and the Service great- 
coat, on both sleeves, with the centre of the badge 5 in (12.7 cm) from the bottom of the cuff. The badge is 
not, however, to be worn on the bandsmen’s full-dress greatcoats. For Nos 9 and 11 Dress the badge is em- 
broidered in gold and should be positioned % in (1.3 cm) above the cuff design. 


0457. Trade badges for bush jackets and women’s Nos 6 and 7 Dress. Woven versions of the PTI and 
telecommunications badges on a stone colour background are to be positioned on both sleeves as follows: 


a. The PTI badge is to be centred 5 in (12.7 cm) below the head of the shoulder seam. 


b. The bottom edge of the telecommunications badge is to be centred 2 in (5 cm) from the bottom 
of the sleeve, 


0458. Owing to the surface limitations of these short sleeved garments, not more than one qualification 
or trade badge is to be wom in addition to the sleeve rank badges for junior technicians and aircraftmen/ 
women; see also para 0431. If entitled to more than one badge that would generally be wom on the sleeve, 
the badge to be worn should be that appropriate to the wearer’s current duties. 


Distinguishing badges for auxiliary/reserve forces, ATC/CCF and Royal Auxiliary Air Force 
0459. Gilt metal badges ‘A’ % in (13 mm) in height for greatcoat shoulder straps and 3/8 in (9 m) in 
height for all other purposes are to be mounted as follows: 


a. Jackets of No 1 Dress 
(1) Medical officers. 1/8 in (3 mm) below the Medical badge. 
(2) Dental officers. 1/8 in (3 mm) below the Dental badge. 
(3) Chaplains, 1/8 in (3 mm) above the Chaplain’s badge. 


(4) Other officers. On the collar of the jacket 1 in (2.5 cm) above the inner end of the step open- 
ing midway between the outer edge and the inner (rolled) edge, placed in such a way that a 
line drawn through the centre of the badge is parallel to the inner (rolled) edge. 


b. Greatcoats and other garments with shoulder straps 
(1) Flight Lieutenants and above. Midway between the top and bottom edges of the rank braid. 


(2) Flying Officers and below. With the bottom of the letter contiguous with the bottom edge of 
the rank braid. 


c. Chaplain’s scarf. When robed as clergy at parade services the scarf is to bear on each end below the 
badge the letter ‘A’ embroidered in gold. 


0459A Wearing of badges. Airmen and airwomen are to wear embroidered distinguishing badges on Nos 2 
and 6 Dress and greatcoats, They are to be wom on both sleeves as follows: 


a. Warrant officers. Position the ‘A’ immediately below the Royal Arms and master aircrew badge. 
b. Allother airmen. Position the ‘A’ centrally % in (6 mm) below the shoulder seams. 


Distinguishing badges for RAF Volunteer Reserve (Plate 48) 


0460. a, Gilt metal badges ‘VR’ % in (13 mm) in height for greatcoat shoulder straps and 3/8 in (9 mm) 
in height for all other purposes are to be worn in accordance with the directions given in para 
0459 above. 


b. Airmen and airwomen are to wear the embroidered RAFVR and WRAFVR distinguishing 
badges in accordance with the direction given in para 0459A above. 


Distinguishing badges for RAF Volunteer Reserve Training Branch (Plate 48) 


0461. Gilt metal badges, (VR(T)) 1 in (2.5 cm) in height for wear on the greatcoat and raincoat and % in 
(13 mm) in height for No 1 SD tunic are to be worn by officers in accordance with the directions given in 
para 0459 above. 


Gliding Instructor badges" 
0462. Qualified RAFVR(T) and RAFRO (J Class) gliding instructors are to wear the Air Cadets ‘Gliding 
Pilot’ or ‘Gliding Pilot Instructor’ badge as appropriate, on RAF Nos | and No 2 jacket and on flying over- 
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alls. The gliding badges are to be positioned above the left-hand breast pocket, The miniature versions of 
these badges are half size, gold embroidered on blue/grey material. The appropriate badge is to be wom by 
qualified personnel on Nos 5 and 8 Dress, positioned on the left lapel with the top of the centre of the 
badge 1% in (3.8 cm) below the inner end of the collar step opening. 


ATC and CCF/RAF proficiency and advanced training badges 

0463. Whilst undergoing airmen recruit training in the Royal Air Force, ex-cadets of the Air Training 
Corps and RAF Sections of the Combined Cadet Force may continue to wear the proficiency badge or the 
advanced training badge they gained during their pre-Service training. The appropriate badge is to be worn 
with Nos 1 and 2 Dress centrally on the left sleeve with the centre of the badge 5 in (12.7 cm) from the 
lower edge of the sleeve and with one blade uppermost. These badges are not to be worn after the comple- 
tion of recruit training, 


Miscellaneous duty armlets 
0464, The following armlets are authorized for wear by entitled personnel: 
a. The Provost Marshal armlet is made from cloth 3% in (8.9 cm) wide and consists of alternate bands 
of black, red and black with an air officer’s cap badge centrally positioned. 
b, Deputy Provost Marshals. As for a above, except that the letters ‘DPM’ are substituted for the air 
officer's cap badge. 


c. Distinguishing armlets are provided for personnel to wear when actually engaged on specific duties, 
eg movements, RAF Police, recruiting staff, bomb disposal, orderly officer/sergeant. They are to be 
worn on the left sleeve above the elbow. 


RAF College Initial Officer Training 
0465, All personnel undergoing Initial Officer Training are to wear the following distinguishing insignia: 
a. No 2 Dress, heavy duty jersey and combat dress 


On all forms of working dress personnel undergoing Initial Officer Training are to wear a white band 
1% in (3.8 cm) wide on each shoulder strap on the appropriate dress. The white bands are to have 
coloured braid centrally imposed to denote the squadron. 


b. Head-dress 
(1) On the beret a white plastic roundel is to be worn with an officer’s miniature cap badge super- 
imposed. 


(2) On the officers’ Service dress hat, a white band 1% in (3.8 cm) wide is to be worn round the 
cap so that it covers the black mohair band, and an officer’s hat badge is to be superimposed. 


c. Raincoat and greatcoat, No distinctions are to be wom on raincoats or greatcoats, 
University Air Squadrons 
0466. 


a. RAFVR (Ordinary Members) 


(1) No 2 Dress and heavy duty jersey, A white band 1% in (3.8 cm) is to be worn by cadets on 
each shoulder of the No 2 Dress and heavy duty jersey. In addition, university squadron arm 
badges are to be wom on the shoulders of the No 2 Dress and on the right shoulder patch of 


the heavy duty jersey, 

(2) No 1 Dress. On the No 1 Dress cadets are to wear on the shoulder, university squadron arm 
badges. 

(3) Head-dress, On the beret a white plastic roundel is to be worn with an airman’s cap badge 
superimposed. 


(4) Raincoat. No distinctions are to be worn on the raincoat. 


b. University Cadets, When at university, university cadets are in all respects to dress as fully commis- 
ioned officers except during courses of instruction at the RAF College Cranwell when their badges 
of distinction are to-be at the discretion of the Air Officer Commmanding and Commandant. 
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0467. Any variation will be as approved by the Air Officer Commanding in Chief, RAF Support Command. 
Changes that may require financial approval are to be submitted to ADCRP(RAF) in accordance with 
GAI (RAF) 5022. 


Recruit training establishments 

0468. The wearing of distinctive badges or insignia by personnel undergoing training at apprentice, recruit 
and technical training schools is to be approved by the Air Officer Commanding in Chief, RAF Support 
Command. Changes that may require financial approval are to be submitted to ADRCP(RAF) in accordance 
with GAI (RAF) 5022. 


(AL 1, May 82) 
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CHAPTER 5 
CHAPLAINCY SERVICES 


Chaplains commissioned in the Royal Air Force 


0501. Initial outfitting. Chaplains are outfitted on the basis outlined for other RAF officers in Chap 6. 
Variations of outfitting scale and allowances are stated in RAF GAI 6021. 


0502. Uniform distinguishing insignia. 


a. Hat badge (Plate 47). The hat badge consists of a crown surmounting a Maltese cross in black metal 
with gilded wings and ‘RAF’ in wreath superimposed over the centre of the cross. This badge is 
worn on the SD hat by all chaplains. 


b. Branch badge (Plate 48). The Maltese cross element of the hat badge is worn in pairs as lapel badges 
as follows: 

(1) On jackets of Nos 1, 2 and 6 Dress the base of the badge is to be centred 1 in (2.5 cm) above 
the inner end of the step opening of the collar. The upright of the cross should be parallel with 
the inside (rolled) edge and midway between the inside and outside edges of the collar. 

(2) On jackets of Nos 5 and 8 Dress the top of the badge is to be % in (6 mm) below the inner end 
of the collar step opening. The upright of the cross is to be parallel with the inside (rolled) edge 
and midway between it and the outside edge of the collar. 


A single branch badge is to be worn with the jersey, shirt-sleeve and bush jacket orders of dress as 
described in para 0504. 


c. Chaplains’ scarf. Enlarged embroidered versions of the hat badge are positioned on the scarf as 
illustrated in Plate 53. 


Honorary Chaplains to the Sovereign 
0503. With uniform orders of dress, honorary Chaplains to the Sovereign wear aiguillettes and shoulder 
devices, as prescribed in Chap 8. Additional entitlements are as follows: 


a. A special gilt badge consisting of the Royal Cypher and Crown within a laurel wreath (illustrated 
on the scarf in Plate 53). When conducting religious services this badge is worn below decorations, 
medals or medal ribbons, on the left side of the scarf and on academic or ordinary clerical dress. 


b. A red cassock. Honorary Chaplains may continue to wear this after the relinquishment of the 
appointment. 


The standard version of the badge described in a above may continue to be worn by former honorary 
Chaplains to the Sovereign, consecrated bishops, or those installed as deans or provosts. A miniature version 
of the badge may be worn by other former honorary Chaplains to the Sovereign. 
Orders of dress 
0504. Chaplains are to conform with the order of dress regulations in Chap 2, subject to the following 
variations: 

a. No 1 Dress. A clerical collar with a spade stock (not double collar) is to be worn with a blue shirt 

at all times. 
b. No 2 Dress. As for No 1 Dress. 


c. No 2A Dress. A clerical collar with a spade stock (not double collar) or a blue shirt and black tie 
may be worn with the shirt collar inside the jersey. The branch brooch is to be worn on the right 
shoulder patch of the jersey. 


d. No 2B Dress. The branch brooch is to be worn on the right breast of the shirt. In circumstances 
where the tunic is worn for brief periods during the day it may be worn over No 2B Dress. 
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e. No 4 Dress. As for No 1 Dress but with white shirts. 
f. No 5 Dress. A white shirt with vest stock with double collar. A cummerbund is not to be worn. 


g. No 6 Dress. A white shirt with clerical collar and spade stock (not double collar) is to be worn at 
all times. Branch badges are to be worn on the lapels. 


h, No 6B Dress. A clerical collar is not to be worn. The branch brooch is to be worn above the right 
breast pocket of the bush jacket in both ceremonial and informal modes. 


j- No 7 Dress. A clerical collar is not to be worn. A branch brooch is to be worn above the right breast 
pocket of the shirt. 


k. No 8 Dress. As for No 5 Dress. 


1. No 8A Dress. A clerical collar is not to be worn, The branch brooch is to be worn on the right 
breast of the shirt. A cummerbund is to be worn. 


Chaplains’ Assistants 
Outfitting 

0505. Chaplains’ Assistants are civilians of officer status and are outfitted on the same basis as WRAF offi- 
cers, as outlined in Chap 6 and detailed in the appropriate annex to RAF GAI 6021. Chaplains’ Assistants 


are to conform with the regulations and dress tables in Chap 2 and are not to wear RAF insignia or rank 
badges, except as stated in para 0506. 


On appointment, Chaplains’ Assistants receive from Chaplaincy Services (RAF) the requisite uniform but- 
tons (with crusader cross motif), RAF Chaplaincy brooches and gilded crosses. 


Regulations for the wearing of Chaplains’ Assistant Insignia 
0506. The RAF Chaplaincy brooch (Plate 47) is to be worn as follows: 


a. On the officer’s SD hat the brooch is to be centrally positioned at the front of the black band, with 
the top edge of the cross in line with the top edge of the band. On the airwoman’s SD hat the 
brooch is to be positioned centrally on the wearer’s left facing of the outer flap, with the forward 
wing tip 2 ins (5 cm) from the hat front centre. 


b. On Nos 5 and 8 mess dress the brooch is positioned centrally on the wearer’s right front correspond- 
ing with the position (on their left) in which WRAF officers wear their rank brooches. 


0507. Gilded crosses (Plate 48). 


a. On uniform jackets and raincoats gilded crosses are to be positioned centrally and vertically with 
the base of the cross % in (6 mm) above the ‘V’ of each collar step opening. 


b. When in shirt-sleeve order of dress one cross is to be worn on the wearer’s right chest, positioned as 
for the mess dress brooch. 


c. When in jersey order a cross is to be worn on each shoulder strap, positioned longitudinally with 
the base of the cross centred % in (6 mm) from the sewn-in edge of the strap. 


0508. Entitled insignia and ribbons of orders, decorations and medals may be worn on appropriate uni- 
form dress as indicated in Chap 7. 


Scripture Readers 

0509. RAF GAI J 5013 defines the functions of the Soldiers’ and Airmen’s Scripture Readers’ Association 
(SASRA) and authority for repayment issues of appropriate uniform dress items to accredited scripture 
readers, The authorized SASRA cap badge, buttons, sleeve flashes and shoulder title are always to be worn 
with the uniform provided. 


CHAPTER 6 
OUTFITTING OF OFFICERS 


General 


0601. RAF GAI 6021 tables the clothing which is issued free to officers and officer cadets on first ap- 
pointment and the items to be purchased from initial outfitting allowances at appropriate stages of training 
or service, 


0602, RAF GAI 6022 tables the allowances and scales of warm-weather clothing prescribed for service 
outside the UK, 


0603. AP 830, Vol 3, Part C, Scale C203 and the tables of RAF Nos 9, 10 and 11 Dress list additional 
items of ceremonial and undress uniform for Directors of Music. 


0604, Items to be purchased from trade sources are detailed below. Full specifications or purchase descrip- 
tions for bespoke items are already known to the military outfitters who are advised of any changes by 
ADCRP(RAF). 


Male Officers ; 

0605. Hat, Service Dress (Plate 31). The SD hat is made of blue/grey worsted barathea cloth. For Wing 
Commanders and below the peak is covered in the same material as the hat. Officers of air rank and Group 
Captains wear embellished black patent leather peaks. Personnel undergoing Initial Officer Training wear 
white bands over the black mohair band. 


0606. No 1 Service Dress uniform (Plate 1). The No1 SD jacket is made of blue/grey worsted barathea 
cloth and has plain rounded cuffs with rings of full width blue/black rank braid (Plate 41), Shoulder straps 
are to be worn by Air Vice-Marshals and above and officers entitled to wear aiguillettes and/or the Royal 
Cypher (see paras 0405-6). The trousers are made of the same material as the jacket, and are made with 
stepped bottoms without tum-ups. 


0607. Jacket No 1A Dress, As described in para 0606 with the addition of embroidered shoulder straps 
(Plate 74) which are fitted by means of shoulder loops and mounted gilt screw buttons. The jacket waist 
has a self-supporting hook on the left side. When this jacket is worn as No 1 Dress, plain shoulder straps 
are to be worn secured by 27 ligne anodized buttons and the belt hook, if not detachable, is to be con- 
cealed by the belt. 


0608. Greatcoat. (see para 0231 and Plate 36). The greatcoat is made of blue/grey fleece cloth and pro- 
vision is made for a sword slit. It has built-in shoulder straps with blue/black rank braid for Air Commodore 
and below. For Air Vice-Marshal to Air Chief Marshal the shoulder straps are detachable. One set has con- 
ventional blue/black rank braid, and the other set is ranked in gold with embellishments as shown in Plate 
74. (Marshal of the Royal Air Force greatcoat shoulder straps are also illustrated in Plate 74.) 


0609. No 5 Dress (Plate 7). 

a. The jacket of Nos 5A and SB Dress is made of blue/grey Venetian cloth with pointed lapels which 
are faced with ribbed silk of the same shade as the body material. The buttons are 30 ligne of the 
mounted eagle and crown pattern. Rank distinction is made of full width gold lace. For officers 
qualified to wear flying badges, the appropriate miniature badge in gold embroidery is wom on the 
left lapel. For officers entitled to wear aiguillettes or the Royal Cypher, plain built-in shoulder 
straps in the jacket material are to be fitted and secured by 22 ligne mounted eagle and crown 
buttons, 

b. Waistcoats 
(1) No SA Dress consists of a white evening dress pattem waistcoat with a roll collar and three 

22 ligne mounted gilt buttons. 
(2) No 5B Dress consists of a blue/grey Venetian cloth waistcoat of evening dress pattern with 
a roll collar and four 22 ligne mounted gilt buttons, 

c. Shirts 
(1) No SA Dress. A plain white shirt with stiff front and cuffs and separate plain white stiff wing 

pointed collar is wom with No 5A Dress. 
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e. 


0610. 


(2) No 5B Dress. A soft fronted white collar attached marcella evening shirt is wom with Nos 5B 
and 8 Dress, 

Trousers. Nos 5A and 5B Dress trousers are made from blue/grey wool barathea. They are without 

hip pocket, cut high in the rise (high back) and buttoned for wear with braces. The trousers are in 

slim proportion to their narrow bottoms (say 17 in (43 cm) for a man of average height and build); 

‘the trouser legs are shaped at the bottom over the instep. 


Evening shoes, Plain black laced patent leather shoes, without toe caps, are worn with Nos 5A and 
SB Dress. 


No 6 Dress (Plate 9). The No 6 Dress jacket is made of stone colour worsted polyester cloth of 


the same styling as No 1 Dress jacket, with the following modifications: 


d. 


Detachable shoulder straps of the same body material as the jacket. 
Pointed cuffs. 


Four 37 ligne anodized buttons for front fastening, with belt positioned between third and fourth 
button. 


Detachable sword belt supporting hook at each side. 


The trousers are made of the same material and of similar style to No 1 Dress trousers, with belt loops and 
waist adjusting side straps. 


0611. 


No 6A Dress (Plate 10), No 6A Dress consists of a pocketless patrol style jacket in white polyester 


cotton, fastened by six 37 ligne anodized buttons. The trousers are made in the same material as the jacket 
and styled as for No 1 Dress. Shoulder straps are as for No 8 Dress. Flying badges are full size, gold and 
silver embroidered and detachable. 


0612. 
a. 


0613. 


No 8 Dress (Plate 13). 


The jacket is made of white polyester cotton in the same styling as Nos 5A and 5B jacket, with 
detachable mounted gilt buttons. Detachable shoulder straps for Air Chief Marshal and below are 
illustrated at Plate 43, (A pattern of Marshal of the Royal Air Force shoulder strap is shown at 
Plate 74, see also para 0403.) 


Shirts 
(1) The No 8 Dress is as for No 5B Dress (para 0609c). 


(2) The No 8A Dress shirt is an open necked white cotton poplin short sleeved shirt with No 8 
shoulder straps, (Plate 14). 


Cummerbund (Nos 8 and 8A Dress). (Plates 13 and 14). The cummerbund is made of light blue 
terylene/crimplene material, 5 in (12.7 cm) deep at front, tapering to approx 3 in (7.6 cm) at the 
back. Three pleats each of 1% in (3.2 cm) in depth overlap downwards. There are two fob pockets 
in the lining. 


Trousers and shoes are as for Nos 5A and 5B Dress. At the wearer’s option and expense, lightweight 
blue/grey trousers in worsted polyester may be wom, 


Ceremonial and Undress uniforms, Directors of Music. 


No 9 Dress Jacket (Plate 15). The No 9 Dress jacket is made of blue/grey Venetian cloth with built- 
in shoulder straps and full width gold lace ranking on the sleeves. Gold embroidered collar embel- 
lishments terminate 3% in (8.9 cm) from the front of each side of the stand-up collar. These devices 
are oak leaves and acoms for Wing Commander and Squadron Leader and five oak leaves for junior 
officers, 
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No 10 Dress frock coat (Plate 17). This frock coat is made of blue/grey Venetian cloth, with crown 
and eagle devices terminating 3% in (8.9 cm) from the front of each side of the stand-up collar. 
The shoulder straps are sewn on and embellished and ranked as for No 8 Dress. 


Overalls of Nos 9 and 10 Dress. The overalls are made of blue/grey barathea. 


Boots, Wellington for Nos 9, 10 and 11 Dress are made of black calf or patent leather. 


0613A Undress uniform, Warrant Officer Bandmaster, 


No 10 Dress frock coat (Plate 17). This frock coat is made of blue/grey barathea with crown and 
eagle devices terminating 3% in (8.9 cm) from each side of the stand-up collar. The WO shoulder 
knots are worn together with the gold embroidered Royal Arms badge of rank on the left sleeve 
only, with the centre of the badge 6% ins (16.5 cm) from the sleeve cuff. The plain blue sash is worn 
around the waist. 


b. The No 10 trousers are made of blue/grey barathea and are cut high in the rise, having a marked 
step of 1% ins (3.8 cm) and 16 ins (40.6 cm) bottoms. 
c. George boots are worn with No 10 Dress. 
Gloves (all male officers) 


0614. White washable doeskin, nylon or cotton gloves, with one plain button or press-stud are to be worn 
for the occasions listed in para 0908, 


0615. The officers/warrant officers brown leather gloves are made of sheepskin cape leather, unlined, 
and fastened with a single button through a machine-stitched slit buttonhole. 

Women officers 

PMRAFNS 

0616. Service Dress items. 

a. The Service Dress hat is four cornered and made of black felt with a black mohair band and RAF 
officer’s hat badge (Plate 47). 

b. The No 1 Service Dress uniform (Plate 19) jacket and skirt is made of blue/grey barathea, as speci- 
fied for RAF officers. Sleeve ranking on the jacket is as for RAF officers. For Director of Nursing 
Services (RAF), shoulder straps are the same as for Air Vice-Marshals and above, see para 0607. 

c. The greatcoat for Director of Nursing Services (RAF) is as for Air Vice-Marshals and above, see 
para 0608, but without sword slit. 

d. No 6A Dress consists of a white long-sleeve frock in an approved material and pattern, with RAF 
No 8 Dress shoulder straps. The buttons for front and cuff fastening are 27 ligne anodized. 

e. Hose is as specified in para 0223. 

f. Shoes, court, black are as illustrated in Plate 34. 

0617. No 3 Dress items. 

a. The cap muslin (Plate 32) is made from white lawn 33 or 36 in square (84 cm? or 91.4 cm?), 
with a 2 in (S.1.cm) hem. The wings and crown motif in blue embroidery is to be positioned across 
the corner of the first fold. 

b. Cape, Service (Plate 39). The shoulder cape is made of blue/grey barathea and has blue/black braid 
on detachable shoulder straps and an anodized Medical Branch badge at each corner. 

0618. Nos 5 and 8 Dress (Plate 23). 

a. The Mess Dress is made of royal blue knitted jersey. 

b. The evening shoes are gold in colour. 

c. The evening bag is small and gold in colour, 
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WRAF officers and women officers in the Medical, Dental and Legal Branches 


0619. 


a. 


Service dress items. 


The Service dress hat is made of blue/grey barathea with badges and peaks as for RAF ranks, (Plate 
33). 


The No | SD jacket and skirt (Plate 25) are made from blue/grey barathea as specified for RAF 
officers. Sleeve ranking on the jacket is as for RAF officers. For Director WRAF, shoulder straps are 
as for Air Vice-Marshals and above, see para 0607. 


The greatcoat for Director WRAF is as for Air Vice-Marshal and above, see para 0608, but without 
sword slit. 


No 6 Dress is a beige colour dress in linen cloth, in the same style as the WRAF issue warm-weather 
dress illustrated in Plate 30. 


No 6A Dress is applicable to Director WRAF and WRAF officers serving in warm-weather dress 
areas and filling entitled posts eg ADC, PSO, etc. The dress consists of a white frock as prescribed in 
para 0616d. 

Hose is as specified in para 0222. 


Shoes, court, black are as illustrated in Plate 34. 


20. Nos 5 and 8 Dress (Plate 29). 


The Mess Dress is made of royal blue knitted jersey. 
The evening shoes are gold in colour. 


The evening bag is small and gold in colour. 


Applicable to all women officers 


0621. 


a. 


0622. 


White gloves. 


For day parades and other occasions listed in para 0908 women officers are to wear white gloves as 
described in para 0614. 


White kid or synthetic gloves are to be worn on evening occasions specified in Chap 10, Annex D. 
The top of the glove should end above the bottom of the sleeve. 


Brown leather gloves. The officers/warrant officers brown leather gloves are made of sheepskin cape 


leather, unlined and fastened with a single button through a machine stitched slit buttonhole. 
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CHAPTER 7 
ORDERS, DECORATIONS AND MEDALS 


General 

0701. Orders, decorations and medals are to be worn with uniform on the occasions indicated in Chap 10 
and as prescribed in this chapter. The term ‘riband’ which it is customary to use when referring to the Ist 
class of an order is known as the ‘ribbon’ of the order in relation to lower grades, 


Investitures 

0702. Investitures are held at Buckingham Palace for the presentation of awards by the Sovereign or other 
members of the Royal Family on the Sovereign’s behalf. The Sovereign receives privately and invests all 
those who are appointed Knights of the Garter and the Thistle, Members of the Order of Merit and Com- 
panions of Honour. The Sovereign also receives privately some recipients of honours in other orders, 
particularly those who have rendered private or personal service to the Sovereign. In addition to the above 
mentioned, recipients of the Victoria Cross, George Cross, Knights and Dames Grand Cross, Knights and 
Dames Grand Commanders also Knights and Dames Commander are summoned to Buckingham Palace, 
provided they are in the United Kingdom and it is possible for them to attend. If recipients of the Victoria 
Cross or George Cross are unlikely to be in the United Kingdom for a considerable time, arrangements may 
be made for the awards to be presented overseas by the appropriate representative of the Sovereign. 


0703, Recipients of the following awards who are in the United Kingdom will be summoned to Buckingham 
Palace, alternatively the award may be presented by the appropriate representative of the Sovereign: 


a. Companions and Commanders of British orders. 

b. Distinguished Service Order. 

c. Imperial Service Order. 

d. Royal Red Cross, 

e. All decorations and medals awarded for gallantry. 

f. Air Force Cross. 

g. Air Force Medal. 

h. Polar Medal. 

j. Royal Victorian Medal. 
If a person is unable to attend an investiture through ill health, attendance may be deferred. However, in 
cases where permanent ill health prevents attendance at an investiture, arrangements can be made for insig- 
nia to be sent by post. 
0704, The British Empire Medal is normally presented by the appropriate Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief 
or Commander-in-Chief on behalf of the Sovereign. Those mentioned in despatches, commended for brave 
conduct or valuable services in the air or awarded medals for meritorious service or for long service and 
good conduct, receive their award on a parade or at a ceremony arranged by the commanding officer. 
0705. In cases of posthumous awards for gallantry or when death occurs before an order, decoration or 
medal awarded for gallantry can be presented, the next of kin (subject to being legally entitled to receive 


the insignia) may attend a private investiture in Buckingham Palace. 


0706. Those invited to private ceremonies and recipients of all awards, which qualify for attendance at 
Buckingham Palace, are summoned to attend by the Central Chancery of the Orders of Knighthood. 


0707. A person receiving an award at an investiture is usually entitled to bring two guests. If space is 
available, a third guest may be included providing this is either a second son or daughter of the recipient. 
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0708, From the effective date of an award, the person concerned is to wear the ribbon of the award with 
day uniform and the miniature on the brooch with evening uniform. A title and/or post nominal letters 
associated with an award are used with effect from the date of the award. When appointed to a higher grade 
within the same division of an order, the insignia of the lower grade must cease to be worn, eg a CBE (mili- 
tary) appointed a KBE (military) must stop wearing the CBE badge from the award date even though the 
KBE insignia may not have been presented. 

0709, Serving personnel attending an investiture at Buckingham Palace are to wear No 1 Dress without 
insignia of orders, decorations and medals, Ribbons of orders, decorations and medals are to be worn, 
Retired officers may wear uniform as for serving officers, morning dress or lounge suit. 

0710. Immediately after an investiture, recipients of awards are given a case for holding the insignia, 
together with brief instructions for wearing the items. Warrants of Appointment are forwarded later from 
the Central Chancery. 


Return of insignia on death of the holder 


0711. The following insignia are normally handed back privately and personally to the Sovereign by the 
nearest male relative of a deceased holder after instructions are received from the Private Secretary: 


a. Order of the Garter — star and badge (Lesser George). 
b. Order of the Thistle — star and badge. 


Executors are to return the-following insignia of deceased holders direct to the Central Chancery (St James’s 
Palace, London, SW7A 1BG): 


a. Order of the Garter — the garter. 


b. Collars with badges appendant of the Orders of the Garter and Thistle, also of Knights and Dames 
Grand Cross of the Order-of the Bath. 


c. Collar of the Order of the Indian Empire. 


d. Collars of Knights and Dames Grand Cross of the Order of Saint Michael and Saint George, the 
Royal Victorian Order and the Order of the British Empire. 


e. The Royal Victorian Chain. 
f. The badge of the Order of the Crown of India. 


Other insignia may be retained by the person legally entitled to receive them under the terms of the will 
of the deceased. 


Lost insignia 
0712. Applications for replacement of lost insignia, accompanied by a full report outlining the circum- 
stances and action taken to recover the items, should be sent direct to the Central Chancery in respect of: 
a. Orders of Knighthood. 
b. Distinguished Service Order. 
c. Imperial Service Order. 
d. George Cross. 


e. George Medal. 


f. Coronation and Jubilee Medals, 


L 
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Applications should be sent through normal channels to the RAF Personnel Management Centre in regard 
to other decorations and medals (See QR J257). Replacement may be at public expense if the loss is en- 
tirely due to unavoidable circumstances arising out of the exigencies of the Service, otherwise replacement 
is on prepayment. Insignia belonging to deceased persons is not replaced. Certified copies of Warrants of 
Appointment can be obtained from the Central Chancery. 


Sequence in which insignia is worn 

0713. Orders, decorations and medals are to be worn in the following sequence which for British orders 
of knighthood relate to orders of similar grades. The insignia of a higher class of a junior order takes pre- 
cedence over a lower class of a senior order, eg a KBE comes before a CB and GCVO before a KCB. The 
post nominal letters associated with individual awards are indicated in brackets and are used in the same 
sequence as items of insignia are worn, except where advised to the contrary. 


Special awards 
Victoria Cross (VC) (see Note 1) 
George Cross (GC) 


British orders of knighthood 
Order of the Garter (KG for men, no post nominal letters for women) (see Notes 2 and 3) 


Order of the Thistle (KT) (see Notes 2 and 3) 

Order of the Bath (Classes I, II and III. GCB, KCB, DCB and CB) (see Note 7) 

Order of Merit (OM) (see Notes 2 and 4) 

Order of the Star of India (Classes I, II and III. GCSI, KCSI and CSI) 

Order of St Michael and St George (Classes I, II and II. GCMG, KCMG, DCMG and CMG) 
Order of the Indian Empire (Classes I, II and III. GCIE, KCIE and CIE) 

Order of the Crown of India (Cl) (see Note 2) 

Royal Victorian Order (Classes I, II and III. GCVO, KCVO, DCVO and CVO) 

Order of the British Empire (Classes I, 1] and III. GBE, KBE, DBE and CBE) (see Notes 6 and 7) 
Order of the Companions of Honour (CH) (see Notes 2 and 8) 

The Distinguished Service Order (DSO) 

Royal Victorian Order (Class IV. MVO) 

Order of the British Empire (Class IV. OBE) (see Notes 6 and 7) 

Imperial Service Order (ISO) 

Royal Victorian Order (Class V. MVO) 

Order of the British Empire (Class V. MBE) (see Notes 6 and 7) 


Baronet’s badge. (Bt) (see Notes 2, 3, 5 and 10) 


Knight Bachelor’s badge. (Kt) (See Notes 3 and 11) 
Indian Order of Merit (IOM) (see Note 9) 


Decorations 

Royal Red Cross (Class I. RRC) 
Distinguished Service Cross (DSC) 
Military Cross (MC) 

Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC) 
Air Force Cross (AFC) 

Royal Red Cross (Class Il. ARRC) 
Order of British India (OBI) 
Kaisar-i-Hind Medal 

Order of St John 


Albert Medal (AM) (see Note 12) 
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Medals for gallantry and distinguished conduct 
Union of South Africa Queen’s Medal for Bravery (see Note 13) 


Distinguished Conduct Medal (DCM) 

Conspicuous Gallantry Medal (CGM) 

George Medal (GM) 

Queen’s Police Medal for Gallantry (see Note 12) 
Queen’s Fire Service Medal for Gallantry (see Note 12) 
Queen’s Gallantry Medal (QGM) 

Edward Medal (EM) (see Note 12) 

Royal West African Frontier Force Distinguished Conduct Medal (DCM) 
King’s African Rifles Distinguished Conduct Medal (DCM) 
Indian Distinguished Service Medal (IDSM) 

Burma Gallantry Medal (BGM) 

Distinguished Service Medal (DSM) 

Military Medal (MM) 

Distinguished Flying Medal (DFM) 

Air Force Medal (AFM) 

Constabulary Medal (Ireland) 

Medal for Saving Life at Sea (SGM) (see Note 16) 
Indian Order of Merit (Civil) (IOM) 

Indian Police Medal for Gallantry. 

Ceylon Police Medal for Gallantry 

Colonial Police Medal for Gallantry 

Uganda Service Medal (if awarded for gallantry) 
British Empire Medal (BEM) (see Note 17) 

Queen’s Police Medal for Distinguished Service 
Queen’s Fire Service Medal for Distinguished Service 
Queen’s Medal for Chiefs 


War medals 
In order of date of campaign for which awarded (see Note 18) 


Polar medals 

In order of date 

Royal Victorian Medal (see Notes 13, 14 and 15) ( vm) | de 
Imperial Service Medal : 


Police medals for valuable services 
Indian Police Medal for Meritorious Service 


Ceylon Police Medal for Merit 

Sierra Leone Police Medal for Meritorious Service 

Sierra Leone Fire Bridgades Service Medal for Meritorious Service 
Colonial Police Medal for Meritorious Service (see Note 19) 
Uganda Services Medal (see Note 20) 

Badge of Honour 
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Jubilee and Coronation medals 
King George V’s Silver Jubilee Medal 1935 
King George VI’s Coronation Medal 
Precat Elizabeth II’s Coranation Me Medal 1953 
Ube ns Wee Motes 
ig George V’s Long and Faithful Service Medal 
King George VI’s Long and Faithful Service Medal 


Queen Elizabeth II’s Long and Faithful Service Medal 


re Elizabeth ti’s Silver Jubilee: Medal.1977 
Mesias toc Mesitonions Sewnte (Mom) Lewordel afar 1977) 
Efficiency and long service decorations and medals 


Long Service and Good Conduct Medal 

Naval Long Service and Good Conduct Medal 

Medal for Meritorious Service (MSM) (see Note 21) ( awarted before (227 y 
Indian Long Service and Good Conduct Medal (for Europeans of Indian Army) 
Indian Meritorious Service Medal (for Europeans of Indian Army) 

Royal Marine Meritorious Service Medal 

Royal Air Force Meritorious Service Medal 

Royal Air Force Long Service and Good Conduct Medal 

Indian Long Service and Good Conduct Medal (for Indian Army) 

Royal West African Frontier Force Long Service and Good Conduct Medal 
Royal Sierra Leone Military Forces Long Service and Good Conduct Medal 
King’s African Rifles Long Service and Good Conduct Medal 

Indian Meritorious Service Medal (for Indian Army) 

Police Long Service and Good Conduct Medal 

Fire Brigade Long Service and Good Conduct Medal 

African Police Medal for Meritorious Service 

Royal Canadian Mounted Police Long Service Medal 

Ceylon Police Long Service Medal 

Ceylon Fire Services Long Service Medal 

Sierra Leone Police Long Service Medal 

Colonial Police Long Service Medal 

Sierra Leone Fire Brigades Long Service Medal 

Colonial Fire Brigades Long Service Medal 

Colonial Prison Service Medal 

Uganda Long Service and Good Conduct Medal 

Army Emergency Reserve Decoration (ERD) 

Volunteer Officers’ Decoration (VD) 

Volunteer Long Service Medal 

Volunteer Officers’ Decoration (for India and the Colonies) (VD) 
Volunteer Long Service Medal (for India and the Colonies) 

Colonial Auxiliary Forces Officers’ Decoration (TD, ED) 

Colonial Auxiliary Forces Long Service Medal 

Medal for Good Shooting (Naval) 

Militia Long Service Medal 
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Imperial Yeomanry Long Service Medal 

Territorial Decoration (TD) 

Efficiency Decoration (ED) 

Territorial Efficiency Medal 

Efficiency Medal 

Special Reserve Long Service and Good Conduct Medal 

Decoration for Officers of the Royal Naval Reserve (RD) 

Decoration for Officers of the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve (VRD) 
Royal Naval Reserve Long Service and Good Conduct Medal 

Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve Long Service and Good Conduct Medal 
Royal Naval Auxiliary Sick Berth Reserve Long Service and Good Conduct Medal 
Royal Fleet Reserve Long Service and Good Conduct Medal 

Royal Naval Wireless Auxiliary Reserve Long Service and Good Conduct Medal 
Air Efficiency Award (AE) (see Note 22) 

Queen’s Medal (for champion shots in New Zealand Naval Forces) 
Queen’s Medal (for champion shots in the Military Forces) 

Queen’s Medal (for champion shots of the Air Forces) 

Cadet Forces Medal 

Coast Life Saving Corps Long Service Medal (see Note 23) 

Sel Goapany Lome Ss Moda 

Royal Observer Corps Medal 

Civil Defence Long Service Medal 

Union ‘of South Africa Commemoration Medal 

Indian Independence Medal (see Note 24) 

Pakistan Medal 

Ceylon Armed Services Inauguration Medal 

Ceylon Police Independence Medal 1948 

Sierra Leone Independence Medal 

Jamaica Independence Medal 

Uganda Independence Medal 

Malawi Independence Medal 

Service Medal for the Order of St John 

Badge of the Order of the League of Mercy 

Voluntary Medical Service Medal 

Women’s Voluntary Service Medal 

South African Medal for War Services 

Colonial Special Constabulary Medal 


Other Commonwealth members orders, decorations and medals (instituted since 1949, otherwise than by 
the Sovereign) (see Notes 25 and 26) 


Awards by the States of Malaysia and the State of Brunei (see Notes 24 and 25) 


Foreign orders, decorations and medals (in order of date of award) (see Note 24) 
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i. Is only preceded by the post nominal letters ‘Bt’. 

2 Not worn in miniature. 

3. The ribbon of this order is not worn on the breast. 

4. Ranks immediately after Knights Grand Cross of the Order of the Bath. 
3: The post nominal letters precede all others. 


6. Appointments to or promotions in the Order of the British Empire and awards of the British Empire 
Medal which have been granted on or after 14 January 1958 for gallantry are so described, and a silver em- 
blem of two oak leaves is worn on the ribbon from which the insignia is suspended. When the ribbon only is 
worn, the emblem is worn in miniature. A person appointed to the order after 14 January 1958 for gallan- 
try and subsequently promoted within the order, retains and wears the emblem whether promoted for 
gallantry or otherwise. A holder of the British Empire Medal granted since 14 January 1958 and subse- 
quently appointed to the order continues to wear the emblem on the ribbon of the medal but only wears 
the emblem on the ribbon of the order also if appointed to the order for gallantry. An individual who has 
been granted a gallantry award in the Empire Order, between 6 December 1957 and 19 June 1974, shall on 
being granted promotion in the order, retain and wear the gallantry award, in addition to the insignia of the 
higher class of the order to which the person has been promoted. 


a When a person is promoted in the order from the military division to the civil division or vice versa, 
the insignia of the lower class may be retained together with those of the higher class. Only the post nomi- 
nal letters of the higher class are to be used. 


8. Ranks immediately after Knights Grand Cross and Dames Grand Cross of the Order of the British 
Empire. 


9. The Indian Order of Merit (military and civil) is quite distinct from the Order of Merit. 


10. © The badge is worn suspended round the neck by the ribbon in the same manner as a neck badge of 
an order and takes precedence immediately after the badge of the Order of Merit. 


11. The badge is worn after the star of a Knight Commander of the Order of the British Empire. The 
post nominal letters are occasionally used on formal documents. 


12. Now only awarded posthumously. (Living persons qualify for GC or GM.) 


13, In gold. 
14. In silver. 
15. ‘In bronze. 


16. The official medal awarded previously on the recommendation of the Board of Trade, Minister of 
Shipping or Minister of War Transport and now on the recommendation of the Department of the Environ- 
ment. 


17. Formerly the Medal of the Order of the British Empire for Meritorious Service, Also includes the 
medal of the order awarded before 29 December 1922. 


18. Campaign stars and medals awarded for service during the First World War (1914—1919) should be 
worn in the following order: 1914 Star, 1914—1915 Star, British War Medal, Mercantile Marine War Medal, 
Victory Medal, Territorial Force War Medal, India General Service Medal 1908 (for operations in Afghani- 
stan, 1919), Campaign stars and medals awarded for service in the Second World War (1939—1945) should 
be worn in the following order: 1939-1945 Star, Atlantic Star, Aircrew Europe Star, Africa Star, Pacific 
Star, Burma Star, Italy Star, France and Germany Star, Defence Medal, Volunteer Service Medal of Canada, 
War Medal 1939-1945, Africa Service Medal of the Union of South Africa, India Service Medal, New 
Zealand War Service Medal, Southern Rhodesia Service Medal, Australia Service Medal. The order of wear- 
ing the following medals is to be related to the dates of participation in the relevant campaigns. However 
the United Nations Service Medal with clasp ‘Korea’ is to be worn immediately after the British Korea 
Medal. If the British medal has not been awarded to a recipient of the United Nations Service Medal with 
clasp ‘Korea’ the latter is to be worn in the order of its campaign date: Naval General Service Medal (1915), 
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General Service Medal (Army and Royal Air Force) (1918), India General Service Medal (1936), Pakistan 
General Service Medal (1948), Korea Medal (1951), General Service Medal (1962), United Nations Service 
Medal with clasp ‘Korea’, Sierra Leone General Service Medal, United Nations Medal for Service in the 
Congo and the United Nations Medal for Service in Cyprus. 


19. The holder who is subsequently awarded a bar to the medal for gallant conduct should wear the 
Meritorious Service Medal and gallantry bar and the Meritorious Service ribbon with gallantry rose emblem 
in the order assigned to the Colonial Police Medal for Gallantry. 


20. ‘If awarded for meritorious service. 


21, The post nominal letters are only permissible if the medal was awarded for service in the Royal 
Navy or Royal Marines before 20 July 1928. 


22. The use of these post nominal letters is confined to officers. 


23. Formerly known as the Rocket Apparatus Volunteer Long Service Medal and awarded on the recom- 
mendation of the Board of Trade, the Minister of Shipping, Minister of War Transport or Minister of 
Transport and now awarded on the recommendation of the Minister of Transport. 


24. — Instituted by King George VI to commemorate the constitutional change which resulted in the 
independence of India on 15 August 1947. 


25. May be worn only when permission to do so has been given by the Sovereign. 


26. In the country whose government made the award, either in presence of the President, Ruler or 
Head of State or on such official occasions as may be prescribed by that government, the insignia may be 
worn in front of all other awards in the relative order of wear applicable to that country. 


EMBLEMS 


Mentions in Despatches, King’s Commendations and Queen's Commendations 


0714. Mentions in Despatches, the award of King’s Commendations and Queen’s Commendations are to be 
indicated by wearing the following emblems in the manner prescribed: 


a. Mentions in Despatches 


(1) 1914-1919. Bronze oak leaves are to be worn on the ribbon of the Victory Medal 1918. 
The award of this emblem ceased with effect from 10 August 1920. 


(2) 1920-1939. A single bronze oak leaf; if granted for service between the two World Wars, is 
to be worn on the ribbon of the appropriate General Service Medal. (See Note.) 


(3) 1939-1945. A single bronze oak leaf; if granted for service in the Second World War, is to 
be worn on the ribbon of the War Medal 1939-1945. (See Note.) 


(4) 1945 and subsequently. A single bronze oak leaf; if granted for service in operations after 
the cessation of hostilities, is to be worn on the ribbon of the appropriate general service or 
campaign medal. (See Note.) 


b. King’s Commendation and Queen’s (1952 and subsequently) Commendation for brave conduct 
or for valuable service in the air 


(1) 1939-1945. A single bronze oak leaf; if granted for service in the Second World War, is to 
be worn on the ribbon of the War Medal 1939-1945. (See Note.) Silver laurel leaves, 
granted to civilians other than those in the Merchant Navy, to denote a King’s Commend- 
ation for brave conduct during the Second World War, 1939-1945, are to be worn on the 
ribbon of the Defence Medal. Gee Note.) The oval silver badge granted to civilians to 
denote a King’s Commendation or Queen’s Commendation for valuable service in the air 
is to be worn immediately below any medal ribbons. If there are no medal ribbons, the 
emblem is worn in the position in which a single medal ribbon would be worn, 


2 


~~ 


1945 and subsequently. A single bronze oak leaf is to be worn on the appropriate general 
service or campaign medal. (See Note.) The silver laurel leaves granted to civilians when 
awarded after the Second World War are to be worn after any medal ribbons. Gee Note.) 
The silver badge applicable to a commendation for civilians is worn in the same manner 
as indicated in sub-para (1) above. 


7-8 


ORDERS, DECORATIONS AND MEDALS 


0715, There are three sizes of oak leaf emblems for wear as follows: 


a. Large. With full size medal, mounted on the centre of the ribbon at an angle of 60 degrees from the 
inside edge of the ribbon with the leaf/leaves pointing upwards towards the wearer’s left shoulder. 


b. Medium. When medal ribbons only are worn, mounted horizontally across the ribbon with the stalk 
pointing to the wearer’s right. 


c. Small. When miniature medals are worn, mounted in the same way as when full size medals are worn. 


Note. If the designated medal has not been granted, the emblem is to be worn directly on the appropriate 
garment after any medal ribbon. If there are no medal ribbons, the emblem is to be worn in the position in 
which a single ribbon would be worn. When medals are suspended from a brooch and there is no ribbon 
which can carry the emblem, it is to be sewn on either blue/grey or stone ribbon (ie to match the garment 
on which it is being worn) fixed to the brooch and positioned as already mentioned. Irrespective of the 
number of Mentions in Despatches or King’s or Queen’s Commendations granted (whether for brave con- 
duct or valuable service in the air) and, irrespective of the status of the person at the time of the award, 
one bronze oak leaf emblem only is to be worn on each appropriate ribbon in respect of service in either of 
the World Wars or in campaigns between the World Wars or after the Second World War. Similarly not more 
than one emblem is to be worn directly on the appropriate garment, ie jacket/dress/frock coat. This em- 
blem is not to be worn on the greatcoat or raincoat. The same positioning applies to a ribbon brooch worn 
on warm-weather clothing. 


Other emblems 

0716. Certain emblems are authorized for wear on ribbons of some British orders, decorations and medals 
to indicate that the wearer has been awarded a bar or clasp to the original decoration or medal for subse- 
quent acts of bravery and further distinguished conduct in the air or field. The emblems do not form part 
of the initial award and are not to be worn when the order, decoration or medal is worn in either full or 
miniature size: (see Note 1), 


a. Victoria Cross ) The original award includes a miniature replica of the cross in the cen- 
George Cross ) tre of the ribbon (bronze for the VC and silver for the GC), The award 
of a bar to the original decoration is to be marked by the addition of a 
second miniature cross on the ribbon. An additional cross being added 
for each bar awarded. 


b. Distinguished 
Service Order 


Distinguished 
Service Cross 


Military Cross 


Distinguished 
Flying Cross 


Air Force Cross 


Distinguished 
Conduct Medal A small silver rosette in the centre of the ribbon. When two or more 
bars have been awarded to one of these orders, decorations or medals, 


Conspicuous the corresponding number of rosettes is to be worn. 


Gallantry Medal 
(Flying) 
Military Medal 


Distinguished 
Flying Medal 


Air Force Medal 
George Medal 
Medal for 


Meritorious 
Service 


ee SS SS SS Se 
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c. Order of the British ) 
Empire )  Asilver oak leaf emblem. (See Note 1.) 
British Empire Medal ) 
d, 1914 Star A small silver rosette in the centre of the ribbon. 
e. 1939-1945 Star A small silver gilt rosette (see Note 2) in the centre of the ribbon to 
indicate the grant of the clasp ‘Battle of Britain’. 
f. Atlantic Star ) 
) 
Aircrew Europe Star ) 
2 ) 
open eet ; A small silver rosette (see Note 2) in the centre of the ribbon to indicate 
Pacific Star » a clasp granted as an alternative award. 
) 
Burma Star ) 
) 
France and Germany ) 
Star ) 


g. Long Service and Good A small silver rosette in the centre of the ribbon. 
Conduct Medal 


h. Cadet ForcesMedal ) A small cupro-nickel rosette in the centre of the ribbon. When two bars 
Observer Corps Medal ) have been awarded to one of these medals, a second rosette is to be 
worn, 


a otes 


Appointments to and sccoipeiltie within the Order of the British Empire also awards of the British 
ene Medal which have been granted on or after 14 January 1958 for gallantry, are indicated by an 
emblem of two silver oak leaves on the ribbon when worn with and without the order or medal. 


2. Not more than one clasp may be awarded to any one of these stars and only one emblem may be 
worn on any one of these ribbons. 


0717. When the ribbon of the Order of St John is worn without insignia a small silver cross is superimposed 
on it. 


FOREIGN INSIGNIA 


Acceptance and permission to wear 

0718. Insignia of foreign orders, decorations and medals conferred by Heads of Governments of foreign 
status and by members of the Commonwealth overseas of which the Sovereign is not Head of State may 
only be accepted or worn with the prior permission of the Sovereign. Two kinds of permission are given, 
namely unrestricted and restricted. The former authorizes the insignia to be worn on all occasions when 
British insignia are worn and the latter limits wear to specific occasions. Authority in regard to foreign 
orders is signified either by: 


a, Warrant under the Royal Sign Manual which grants unrestricted permission to wear the insignia 
and is published in the London Gazette, or 


b. Letter from the Sovereign’s Private Secretary to the person concerned granting restricted permission 
and indicating the occasions when the insignia may be worn. 


State decorations not carrying membership of an order of chivalry and medals are subject to the regulations 
in the same manner as orders but permission is conveyed by letter. However campaign and commemorative 
war medals are subject to a different procedure as details of these awards and entitlement to wear the 
insignia are promulgated at the appropriate time by the Ministry of Defence. Medals for saving or attempt- 
ing to save life on land or at sea, whether conferred on behalf of the Head of Government of a foreign 
state or private life saving societies or institutions, may be accepted and worn without restrictions, subject 
to the limitations imposed by para 0744. 
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0719, Regulations governing acceptance and wearing of foreign and Commonwealth awards are defined in 
QRs J246 and 247. 


Occasions for wear 

0720, The regulations governing the wearing of British orders, decorations and medals apply also to 
foreign orders, decorations and medals for which full permission for wearing has been given. Those sub- 
jected to restricted permission may, however, only be worn whether in full size or miniature, on the occa- 
sions mentioned in the letter of authority, whereas the ribbons alone are not to be worn on any occasion. 


0721. Stars of foreign orders are worn on the right or left breast according to the regulations laid down by 
the Sovereign or Head of State by whom they were conferred. When it is the foreign custom to wear stars 
and/or badges on the right breast, the same procedure is to be adopted on all occasions when these insignia 
are worn by British nationals with uniform and plain clothes. 


0722. When worn without their insignia, ribbons of foreign orders, decorations and medals, for the wear- 
ing of which full permission has been given, are to be the plain ribbons except for those which include an 
emblem and rosette on the ribbon of the badge or insiginia of the order. In these cases, the emblem and 
rosette are to be worn. The ribbon is to be that of the grade or class which most closely conforms in width 
to that of a British medal ribbon ie 1% in (3.2 cm) provided a ribbon of a higher grade or class to that 
awarded is not worn. ‘Semi-knots’ in addition to the rosette are worn on the ribbon of the French Legion 
of Honour by officers who have received the following classes of that decoration: 


a. Grand Cross — Two ‘semi—knots’ of gold ribbon. 
b. Grand Officer — One ‘semi—knot’ of gold and one of silver ribbon. 
c. Commander — Two ‘semi—knots’ of silver ribbon. 


The ‘semi—knot’ ribbon is % in (6 mm) wide and, with the rosettes, is to be worn according to French 
custom. 


0723. At functions organized by or for a representative of a foreign state, the star and/or neck decoration 
of that state, possessed by the wearer, is/are to be given precedence over similar British insignia. For instance 
it would be appropriate for a Grand Officer of the Legion of Honour to wear the star and badge of that 
order at an official function at the French Embassy in place of the senior star and badge usually worn. 
This procedure is adopted to ensure that due respect is paid to the state concerned. Decorations and medals 
mounted on a brooch should not be rearranged. 


0724. In foreign countries, British officers are to wear their foreign stars and badges when foreign officers 
wear theirs. In the United Kingdom and other countries of the Commonwealth of which the Sovereign 
is Head of State, foreign insignia should normally all be worn after British insignia. Those granted several 
foreign orders, decorations and medals should wear them in the order of the respective award dates. How- 
ever, see Note 26 to para 0713 for exceptions to this rule. 


WEARING OF INSIGNIA AND ACCOUTREMENTS WITH DAY UNIFORM 


Ribbons 

0725. With day uniform ribbons of the orders, decorations and medals mentioned in para 0713, together 
with any emblems to which the wearer is entitled, but without insignia, are to be worn on the left breast 
of the jacket, frock or frock coat, as appropriate, of Nos 1, 2, 6, 6B, 10 and 11 Dresses (see paras 0743 and 
0744 regarding non-military medals), also on the left side of the service cape worn by PMRAFNS. Neither 
ribbons nor insignia are to be worn on shirts in temperate and warm-weather areas, HD jerseys, greatcoats, 
raincoats, coveralls or on combat and protective clothing. 


0726. Ribbons are to be worn in the sequence indicated in para 0713, with the senior ribbon nearest the 
lapel (and in the top row when more than one row is worn). They are to be sewn without intervals on 
uniforms worn in temperate areas. Ribbons are to be 7/16 in (11 mm) long (ie vertical measurement) and 
those of orders are to be the width of the ribbon of the membership of the order. If there is no member- 
ship class the ribbon is to be of the width of the companionship of the order (ie 1% in (3.8 cm) for the 
Orders of the Bath and British Empire). A row is to consist of not more than four ribbons. When more 
than four ribbons are worn, they are to be made up to display as many complete rows of four as possible 
with any uncompleted row at the top. Each succeeding row is to be placed centrally above the row imme- 
diately below it, except when it is necessary for any row or rows to be shortened. To ensure that no ribbon 
is either, wholly or partly obscured by the lapel or collar, the upper row or rows is/are to be shortened 
as necessary to display as many complete ribbons as possible in the space between the edge of the lapel 
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or collar and sleeve head seam. The edges of the ribbons nearest the shoulder in each complete row must 
be in line vertically with the bottom row. The bottom row of ribbons is to be located immediately and 
centrally above the flap of the breast pocket, or in a similar position where pockets are not fitted. The 
space between rows is to be 1/8 in (3 mm) but if four or more rows are worn, they are to be without space 
between rows. 


Ribbon brooches 

0727. To facilitate detachment from uniform worn in warm-weather areas, ribbons and emblems are to be 
mounted on a brooch for wear with Nos 6, 6B and 11 Dresses. Brooches are obtainable in sizes 1 to 4, size 
1 accommodating one ribbon, each subsequent size allowing for an additional ribbon. Multiples are also 
available for use by holders entitled to more than one row of ribbons. Ribbons and emblems are to be 
mounted on the brooch in the same manner as indicated in paras 0714, 0715, 0716 and 0726. 


Badge brooches 

0728. For wear on ceremonial occasions, insignia of orders, decorations and medals, which are appropriate 
for wear on the breast, together with emblems, are to be suspended from a single line brooch of which no 
part is to be visible. The brooch is worn with Nos 1, 1A, 6,6A, 6B, 9 and 11 Dresses and is to be fixed to 
the garment in a horizontal position by beckets to cover, whenever possible, any ribbons already on the 
garment. Brooches are available in sizes 1 to 5 but should not be confused with the ribbon brooch worn 
with uniform in warm-weather areas referred to in para 0727. 


0729. Insignia are to be mounted in the sequence indicated in para 0713, with the senior award on the 
wearer's right. When insignia cannot, on account of their number, be suspended from the brooch so that 
they can be fully seen, they are to overlap with the senior award showing in full. Medals are to be worn 
showing the obverse side uppermost (normally the Sovereign’s head). Bars and clasps are to be affixed so 
that they are equidistant from the top and bottom of the ribbon. The first bar or clasp awarded being 
nearest to the medal, additional clasps are worn above in the sequence of qualifying dates. A large size em- 
blem denoting a Mention in Despatches or a King’s or Queen’s Commendation is to be worn with the 
appropriate medal and affixed in the manner indicated in paras 0714 and 0715. 


0730. The ribbon on which an order, decoration or medal is suspended, is normally to be 1% in (3.2 cm) 
in length; shorter ribbons are not to be worn. When two or more orders, decorations or medals are worn 
they are to be arranged so that the lower edges (or the lowest points of stars) are in line. Owing to the 
differing lengths of decorations and medals and the addition of bars or clasps, it may be necessary, excep- 
tionally, to have ribbons of a greater length than 1% in (3.2 cm). A corresponding length of ribbon is to be 
worn in the assigned position in respect of an order (ie MVO, OBE, MBE, DSO and ISO), decoration or 
medal awarded but not received. 


0731. As an alternative, orders, decorations and medals may be mounted in ‘court’ style, ie the insignia 
are mounted on a frame, the length of which will depend on the first order, decoration or medal to be 
mounted. The frame must show 1% in (3.2 cm) of ribbon from the top of the frame to the ring or bar of 
the order, decoration or medal. The ribbon is extended over the back of the frame and up the front, 
so that it covers the frame behind the insignia. The insignia are sewn to the frame, which should reach to 
approximately the centre of the orders, decorations or medals, but these must all be level at the bottom 
edge. The main advantage of the ‘court’ style mounting is that the insignia are firmly fixed and risk of 
damage to enamelled and minted facings from abrasion is reduced. 


Collars of orders 


0732. Collars of orders of knighthood are to be worn by Knights of the Garter, Knights of the Thistle, 
Knights and Dames Grand Cross and Knights and Dames Grand Commanders at appropriate ceremonies 
on the following days, also on other full ceremonial occasions when due notification is given: 


Easter Sunday 
Ascension Day 
Whit Sunday 
Trinity Sunday 
1 January: New Years Day 
6 January: The Epiphany 
6 February: The Queen’s Accession 
1 March: St David’s Day 
17 March: St Patrick’s Day 
25 March: Lady Day 
21 April: The Queen’s birthday 
23 April: St George’s Day 
1 May: St Philip and St James 
29 May: Restoration of the Royal Family 
2 June: The Queen’s Coronation 
10 June: The Duke of Edinburgh’s birthday 
24 June: St John the Baptist 
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29 June: St Peter 
4 August: Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother's birthday 
29 September: St Michael and All Angels Day 
1 November: All Saints Day 
30 November: St Andrew’s Day 
25 December: Christmas Day 


0733. In addition to the dates given above, collars should also be worn by those taking part in the cere- 
mony when the Sovereign opens or prorogues Parliament or at an introduction of a peer or peeress in the 
House of Lords Collars are not to be worn after sunset or at reviews or ceremonial parades unless ordered. 


0734. When wearing uniform, the collar, with badge appendant is to be worn passing under the shoulder 
straps between the outer edge of the strap and the retaining straps. The collar is to hang an equal distance 
back and front and is to be worn over the aiguillette when this is also worn, Clips are not necessary as the 
collar is kept in position by pressure of the shoulder straps. 


Broad ribands 

0735. Possessors of two or more collars are to wear only one at a time (normally the senior). When a 
collar is worn, the associated broad riband with badge appendant is not to be worn but may be replaced 
by the broad riband with badge appendant of another order which the person is entitled to wear, 


0736. Broad ribands worn by men are either 3% or 4 in (9.5 cm or 10 cm) wide, depending on the order, 
those worn by women are 2% in (5.7 cm) wide. They are worn on full ceremonial occasions by Knights of 
the Garter, Knights of the Thistle, Knights and Dames Grand Cross, Knights and Dames Grand Commanders 
and Bailiffs Grand Cross. They are to be worn over the appropriate shoulder under the shoulder strap (if 
any), across the chest and under waist belt or sash, both back and front. The bow from which the badge 
is suspended rests on the hip below the belt or sash. Knights of the Garter and Knights of the Thistle wear 
them over the left shoulder and on the right hip. Broad ribands of other British orders are worn over the 
right shoulder and on the left hip. A broad riband is worn under the aiguillette. The badge (Ist class) is 
never to be worn as a neck decoration but, on collar days, is to be suspended from the appropriate collar. 
Collars of the Orders of the Garter, Thistle and Bath are already fitted with a badge. For other orders, the 
badge must be detached from the bow of the broad riband and attached to the collar. 


0737. Only one broad riband is to be worn at a time. If a person possesses more than one, it is usual to 
wear that of the senior order. However, it is permissible to wear that of a junior order, particularly at 
functions organized by or for a representative of a foreign state when a broad riband of the country should 
be worn in preference to that of a British order. 


Stars 

0738. Holders of British stars (1st and 2nd class) are always to wear them full size on the left breast. Some 
stars of foreign orders are intended for wear on the right breast and should be worn in this position with 
uniform. The maximum number of British stars that may normally be worn is three but this number may 
be increased to four if attending a function organized by or for a representative of a foreign state and the 
wearer holds a star of that state. Not more than one foreign star may ever be worn with uniform on any 
occasion (see paras 0718 and 0719). 


0739. A single star is positioned over the jacket/tunic pocket or in a similar position when a pocket is 
not incorporated into the garment. When wearing two stars, the senior is to be placed directly above the 
other star with the latter placed in a slightly lower position in relation to the pocket. Three stars are to be 
worn in a triangular formation and four stars in a diamond pattern. The precedence of position is (looking 
at the wearer): 


Two stars Three stars Four stars 


1 1 1 
2 2 3 2 3 
4 ’ 


A holder of two or more foreign stars from the same country is normally to wear that which has been 
awarded first. 
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0740. The correct manner of wearing British and foreign stars is indicated in the following examples: 


a, Three British and one French star 
(1) Atanon-French function, the three British stars only are to be worn. 


(2) Ata French function, if the French star is one worn on the left breast, the stars are to be worn 
in diamond formation with the French star in position 1, the senior British star in position 2 
and the others in positions 3 and 4. If the French star is one worn on the right breast, the 
British stars are to be worn on the left breast in triangular formation with the senior in position 
1, and the others in positions 2 and 3. The French star is to be placed centrally on the right 
breast. 


b. Two British and one French star 
(1) Ata non-French function, the two British stars only are to be worn. 


(2) Ata French function, if the French star is one worn on the left breast, the stars are to be worn 
in triangular formation with the French star in position 1, the senior British star in position 2 
and the other in position 3. If the French star is one worn on the right breast, the senior British 
star is to be placed directly above the other on the left breast and the French star is to be 
placed centrally on the right breast, 


c. One British and one French star 
(1) Ata non-French function only the British star is to be worn. 


(2) Ata French function, if the French star is worn on the left breast, it is to be worn in position 1 
directly above the British star on that side. If the French star is one worn on the right breast, it 
is to be wom centrally on that side with the British star in a similar position on the left breast. 


d. One French star only. The French star is only to be worn at a French function, either on the left or 
the right breast, as appropriate, 


Neck decorations 


0741. Badges of the Order of Merit, Order of the Companions of Honour, Order of the Crown of India and 
of the 2nd and 3rd classes of a British order (not DSO), are to be worn with jacket style uniform round the 
neck on a ribbon of miniature width 5/8 in (16 mm), ie narrower than that used at the investiture, On full 
ceremonial occasions a maximum of two neck badges (including one foreign badge) may be worn. On 
ceremonial occasions only one neck badge is permitted. A single badge is to be worn with the ribbon under 
the shirt collar so that the badge hangs over the tie %4 in (19 mm) just below the knot (Chaplains, over the 
clerical stock), Those granted badges of more than one order are normally to wear the ribbon of the senior 
badge under the shirt collar and a second badge suspended from the ribbon emerging % in (19 mm) below 
the top buttonhole in the jacket/tunic. A small eye is stitched inside the garment to which the ribbon is 
fastened by a hook. If more than two foreign neck badges are held, the seniority is governed by the date of 
award (see paras 0718 and 0720 in regard to foreign insignia and para 0746 for dress style uniform), 


Service for an order of knighthood 


0742. At a service organized for members of an order of knighthood, only the insignia of that order is 
prescribed for wear, eg at a service for the Order of the Bath the holder of a KBE and CB should only wear 
the CB neck badge. However at a service for the Order of the British Empire, the holder of an OBE and/or 
MBE may also wear any other insignia mounted on the brooch. There is no need to detach any insignia 
from the brooch when attending this type of service. 


Non-military medals 


0743. The only non-military medals that can be awarded for acts of gallantry, which are allowed to be 
worn with uniform are: 


a. British official medals, eg the Albert Medal, Edward Medal, Medal for Saving Life at Sea (formerly 
Board of Trade Medal). These medals are worn on the left breast. 


b. The medals of the Royal Humane Society, the Stanhope Gold Medal awarded by that body, the 
Medal of the Royal National Lifeboat Institution, and the Life Saving Medal of the Order of St John 
of Jerusalem. These medals are worn on the right breast, in a similar position to the military medals 
which are worn on the left breast. 
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c. Medals awarded on behalf of the Head of Government of a foreign state are worn on the left breast. 


0744. Not more than two of the medals mentioned in para 0743 may be worn for one act of gallantry, viz 
one British official medal and one of the medals mentioned in sub-paras b and c. In no circumstances are 
medals awarded by private societies other than those mentioned in sub-para b, to be wom with uniform. 
When any of the medals referred to above are awarded to RAF personnel, a statement of the fact is to be 
sent to the Ministry of Defence S10j(Air) and the Personnel Management Centre AR8(b) for officers and 
PMan3e(3) for Warrant Officers/SNCOs and airmen, so that the necessary authority may be issued for the 
distinction to be worn. 


Voluntary Aid Detachment brooch and bar 


0745. Personnel of the Women’s Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve who have been awarded the Volun- 
tary Aid Detachment brooch may wear it on WRAF VR uniform as follows: 


a. Those in possession of the Service Medal of the Order of St John or the Voluntary Medical Services 
Medal granted for service with the British Red Cross Society or the St Andrew’s Ambulance Associ- 
ation: at the top of the ribbon suspending the medal. 


b. Members not in possession of either of the medals mentioned in sub para a: on the left breast 1 in 
(2.5 cm) below the foot of the bottom right hand decoration or medal. Members not entitled to any 
decorations or medals: centrally on the left breast and the same position also applies on occasions 
when ribbons only are being worn. 


Insignia worn by women 

0746. With the exception of the Royal Victorian Chain, women wear orders, decorations and medals with 
uniform jackets in the same manner as men. However, with dress style uniform, badges of the 2nd and 3rd 
class of British orders (DCB, DCMG, DCVO, DBE, CB, CMG, CVO and CBE) are worn on a bow below the 
badge brooch with Nos 6 and 6A Dresses instead of round the neck as with Nos 1 and 1A Dresses, When 
these badges are presented to women, two alternative ribbon fittings are provided, 


Insignia worn by Chaplains 
0747. Chaplains participating in a parade or religious service are to wear orders, decorations and medals 
when personnel on parade or in the congregation are required to do so. 


Awards prior to enlistment 


0748. A person awarded any of the orders, decorations and medals listed in para 0713 (including foreign 
insignia authorized for wear by the Sovereign) is entitled to wear the appropriate insignia irrespective of 
status at the time of the award. For example a policeman awarded the George Medal is entitled to wear the 
ribbon and medal on RAF uniform if he subsequently enlists in the Service. 


Insignia worn under greatcoats 


0749. Greatcoats worn by RAF, PMRAFNS and WRAF personnel are not buttoned up to the neck on 
ceremonial occasions and when worn with full ceremonial and ceremonial dress, those entitled should 
normally wear their senior neck decoration. The aiguillette and other orders, decorations and medals need 
not be worn under the greatcoat unless the garment has to be removed soon after the ceremony. This 
might apply at a parade to present a King’s or Queen’s Colour or Squadron Standard, when the ceremony 
is to be immediately followed by persons being presented indoors to a member of the Royal Family. 


Dress with which insignia may be worn 


0750. Orders, decorations and medals which may be worn with Nos 1, 1A and 2 Dresses are indicated in 
Annex A to this chapter, Nos 6, 6A and 6B Dresses in Annex B and Nos 9 and 11 Dresses in Annex C. 


Aiguillettes, cyphers and swords, etc 


0751. Information on the wearing of aiguillettes and cyphers is given in Chap 8; swords, sword belts, 
ceremonial belts, white polyethelene webbing and white gloves are covered in Chap 9. 


WEARING OF INSIGNIA AND ACCOUTREMENTS WITH EVENING UNIFORM 
Foreign insignia and non-military medals 


0752. The regulations for wearing foreign insignia and non-military medals with evening uniform are the 
same as for wear with day uniform (see paras 0718 to 0724 also 0743 and 0744). 
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Ribbons 


0753. Except with No 4 Dress when worn in temperate areas, ribbons without insignia, of orders, deco- 
rations and medals, are not to be worn with evening uniform. 


Badge brooches 
0754, Miniature badges of orders, decorations and medals, arranged on a single brooch in the manner 


prescribed for full size badges in para 0729, are always to be worn with Nos 5, 5A, 5B and 8 (officer 
pattern) Dresses as follows: 


a. By women, Centrally on the left breast of the dress so that the top edge of the brooch is % in 
(6 mm) below the base of the rank badge. 


b. By men. On the left lapel of the jacket, 1/8 in (3 mm) below a flying badge or % in (13 mm) below 
a medical, dental, or chaplaincy collar badge and in a corresponding position when there is no 
entitlement to a distinguishing badge. 


The length of the miniature brooch will vary according to the number of miniatures mounted but it is never 
to project beyond the inside edge or shoulder seam of the men’s jacket or women’s dress. Ribbons are to 
overlap if necessary and badges may be mounted in ‘court style’ (see para 0731). 


0755. The length of miniature ribbons is to be the same as that for full size badges mounted on a brooch, 
(see para 0730). However, the width and design of ribbons is to be scaled down to half full size, eg: 


a, Distinguished Flying Cross and Air Force Cross. Width of ribbon 5/8 in (16 mm) and width of 
stripes 1/16 in (1.6 mm). 


b. Distinguished Flying Medal and Air Force Medal. Width of ribbon 5/8 in (16 mm) and width of 
stripes 1/32 in (1 mm). 


0756. The types and sizes of miniature badges to be worn on the brooch are as follows: 


a, Order of the Bath, Order of the Star of India, Order of St Michael and St George also Order of the 
Indian Empire. Members of the various classes wear a replica of the badge of the 3rd class of these 
orders and half the size of the 3rd class badge. 


b. Royal Victorian Order. Members of the first four classes wear replicas in enamel of the badges of 
the respective classes and half the size of the badge of the 4th class. The miniature badge worn by 
members of the Sth class is a replica of the Sth class but half the size of the badge. 


c. Order of the British Empire. Members of the five classes of the order wear replicas of the badges 
of the respective classes but they should all be half the size of the badge of the 4th class. 


d. Distinguished Service Order and Imperial Service Order. A replica of the appropriate badge is worn 
half size. 


e. Decorations and medals. A replica of the appropriate badge is worn half size. 


0757. Knights Grand Cross, Dames Grand Cross, Knights Grand Commanders, Dames Grand Commanders, 
Bailiffs Grand Cross, Knights Commander, Dames Commander, Knights of Justice, Dames of Justice, 
Knights of Grace, Dames of Grace, Commanders and Companions of orders may continue to wear on the 
brooch, in company with other miniatures, the miniature badge of the order to which they belong even 
though a broad riband, star and/or full size badge of the same order is worn as well on a full ceremonial 
evening occasion. However this is not permitted if the holder has no entitlement to wear other miniatures 
with it. 

Collars of orders 

0758. Collars of orders are not worn with evening uniform. 


Broad ribands 


0759. A broad riband is worn with Nos 5, 5A and 8 Dresses on full ceremonial occasions with the badge 
resting on the appropriate hip in the following mannner: 


ORDERS, DECORATIONS AND MEDALS 


a. Men A shortened version, purchased at own expense is worn under the jacket but over the waist- 
coat of No SA Dress and over the cummmerbund of No 8 Dress. It does not pass over the shoulder 
and down the back as with day uniform but is to be fastened on the waistcoat of No 5A Dress at 
the front of the armhole with two holes and buttons and at the opposite hip front by a pointed 
flap with a buttonhole. With No 8 Dress the riband is to be similarly fastened to the shirt and 
cummerbund, The top end of the riband is to be fastened to avoid sagging and undue covering of 
the shirt front. 

b. Women. Over the appropriate shoulder, across the chest and down the back with the bow from 
which the badge is suspended, resting on the opposite hip where it should be attached to the dress 
to prevent movement, (see paras 0736 and 0737 in regard to the correct shoulder for wear and 
persons possessing more than one riband). 


Stars 
0760 On full ceremonial evening occasions, a maximum of three British and one foreign star (all full 
size) are worn on the appropriate breast with Nos 5, 5A and 8 Dresses in the undermentioned positions, 
attached by beckets: 
a. Men 
(1) One star. Centrally, covering the middle button. 
(2) Two stars. One above the other, the senior between the top and middle buttons and the 
junior between the middle and bottom buttons, 
(3) Three stars. In triangular formation, the senior at the apex between the top and middle 
_ buttons and the other two horizontally in line between the middle and bottom buttons. 
(4) Four stars. If four stars are worn on the left breast, they are to be in diamond formation 
with the foreign star at the top between the top and middle buttons. The centre stars worn 
horizontally in line between the middle and bottom buttons and the lower star in line 
vertically with the top one, 
b. Ladies. One star centrally, 6 in (15 cm) above the waist on the appropriate side, Additional stars 
in the same pattern as by men, 
(See paras 0739 and 0740 regarding the precedence for positioning and occasions when a foreign 
star may be worn.) 


Neck decorations 

0761. Only one neck badge may be worn with Nos 5, 5A and 8 Dresses, they may be worn on full 
ceremonial or ceremonial evening occasions. The badge is to be of full size and when worn by men is sus- 
pended from a ribbon of miniature width (5/8 in (16 mm)) and worn round the neck under the tie with a 
stiff collar or under the collar with a soft collar. The badge should hang close up below the tie. Women 
wear the badge on a bow of the ribbon of the order immediately and centrally below the miniatures, fixed 
either by beckets or pinned to the dress. 


0762. Those granted badges of more than one order, normally wear that of the senior order (see para 
0741 regarding foreign neck badges). 


Nos 4 and 6 Dresses 


0763. Neither badges of orders, decorations and medals nor ribbons are to be worn on No 6 Dress or No 
4 Dress when worn as mess dress in warm-weather areas. The only occasion when insignia may be worn with 
No 4 Dress is in temperate areas when Royalty are present. Insignia is to be full size and worn exactly in 
the same manner as for No 1 Dress. 


Insignia which may be worn with evening uniform 
0764. Insignia which may be worn with Nos 4, 5, 5A, 5B and 8 Dresses, also No 6 Dress when worn as 
mess dress, are indicated in Annex D to this chapter. 


Aiguillettes and cyphers 


0765. The wearing of aiguillettes and cyphers with evening uniform is referred to in Chap 8. 
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WEARING OF INSIGNIA WITH PLAIN CLOTHES 


0766. The type of plain clothes and the insignia to be worn at a function will be notified by the sponsor. 
However, the wearing of orders, decorations and medals with plain clothes is always to be at the discretion 
of the holder. Details of insignia which may be worn with this type of dress are indicated in Annex E to 
this chapter. 


Morning dress 

0767. Orders, decorations and medals are rarely worn with morning dress but may be prescribed for 
some important official functions such as State and Royal Air Force occasions, also religious services 
associated with commemorating the Battle of Britain, other important anniversaries, orders of knighthood 
and memorial services for distinguished people. Insignia is to be of full size and worn as indicated in column 
c of the annex, 


Full evening dress 
0768 Orders, decorations and medals may be worn with full evening dress on the following occasions: 
a. _ All parties and dinners when any of the undermentioned members of the Royal Family are present: 
Her Majesty the Queen ; 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother 
His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh 
His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales 
Her Royal Highness the Princess of Wales 
His Royal Highness the Prince Andrew 
Her Royal Highness the Princess Anne 
Their Royal Highnesses: 


The Princess Margaret, Countess of Snowdon 
Princess Alice, Duchess of Gloucester 
The Duke and Duchess of Gloucester 
The Duke and Duchess of Kent 
Prince and Princess Michael of Kent 
Princess Alexandra, the Hon Mrs Angus Ogilvy 
Note: Precedence as listed in Green Book issued by the Lord Chamberlain’s Office, 


b. Parties and dinners given in houses of ambassadors and ministers accredited to Her Majesty’s Court, 
unless otherwise notified by the ambassador or minister concerned. 


c. Official dinners, receptions and balls, including Naval, Military and RAF dinners, dinners of City 
Livery companies and public dinners. 
d, Official occasions when the hosts are: 
(1) The Lord Lieutenant of a county, within his county. 
(2) The High Sheriff of a county, within his county. 
(3) Cabinet ministers. 
(4) Ex-Cabinet ministers. 
(5) Knights of the Order of the Garter. 
(6) Knights of the Order of the Thistle. 
(7) Great Officers of State and of the Sovereign’s household. 
(8) Lords Mayor and Mayors. 
(9) Lords Provost and Provosts. 


The words ‘evening dress, decorations’ on the invitation card will be the intimation from the host that the 
entertainment is an official one and that full evening dress with full orders, decorations and medals should 
be worn in accordance with column d of the annex. However, those not in possession of this attire may 
wear a dinner jacket with insignia as indicated in column e of the annex. 
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ORDERS, DECORATIONS AND MEDALS 


Dinner jacket 

0769. Occasions arise when it is more appropriate to wear a dinner jacket than full evening dress. The 
words ‘dinner jacket, decorations’ on the invitation card indicate that insignia should be worn with a dinner 
jacket in accordance with column e of the annex. This applies irrespective of whether the shirt being worn 
has a soft or stiff collar. The words ‘dinner jacket, miniatures’ imply that only those miniature orders, 
decorations and medals mounted on a brooch should be worn with this dress. ‘Decorations’ would be 
appropriate for wear with a dinner jacket when serving RAF officers are in No SA Dress; ‘miniatures’ 
when No 5B Dress is worn. 


Lounge suit 

0770. On certain occasions it is appropriate to wear some orders, also decorations and medals with a 
lounge suit. When this applies those entitled should wear the insignia in accordance with column f of 
Annex E. One neck badge of an order is permitted and full size insignia mounted on a medal bar are worn 
on the left side as with uniform. Stars are not to be worn. On all such occasions the wearing of insignia 
will be at the discretion of the holder. 


Foreign insignia and non-military medals 
0771. The regulations for wearing foreign insignia and non-military medals with plain clothes are the same 
as for wear with uniform. (See paras 0718 to 0724, 0743 and 0744.) 


Ribbons 

0772. The ribbons of orders, decorations and medals, without the badges attached, may be worn on all 
occasions with all forms of plain clothes at the discretion of the holder. They should be sewn on the coat 
or dress or may be worn on a brooch. 


Badge brooches 


0773. The same badges which are mounted on a brooch for wear with uniform are suitable for wear with 
plain clothes. When worn by men with full evening dress and dinner jacket, the brooch is worn on the left 
lapel of the coat in a horizontal position, 1 in (2.5 cm) below the forward point of the shoulder. With 
morning dress and lounge suit, it is worn on the left breast of the coat in the same position as with uniform. 


Collars of orders 


0774. Collars of orders of knighthood are not worn with full evening dress, dinner jacket or lounge suit 
and are only worn with morning dress when specially ordered for an occasion such as a service of an order 
of knighthood (see para 0735 in regard to those possessing two or more collars). The collar should be worn 
round the neck over the shoulders, hanging an equal distance back and front. The method of fastening on 
each shoulder is optional, either cotton stitches of an appropriate colour or small gold safety pins will 
suffice. 


Broad riband 

0775. On appropriate occasions, the shortened version of the broad riband with badge appendant, which 
is worn with evening uniform, may be worn with full evening dress over the waistcoat. The correct shoulder 
for wear is given in para 0736 and the method of attachment is indicated in para 0760a. 


Stars 


0776. On suitable occasions, stars (always full size) may be worn with morning dress and full evening dress. 
The number of stars, their precedence and positioning are the same as for wear with uniform, (see paras 
0738 to 0740), A maximum of one star may be worn with a dinner jacket. Stars should be attached by 
beckets. 


Neck decorations 

0777. A neck badge may be worn on suitable occasions with morning dress, full evening dress, dinner 
jacket and lounge suit. The badge, full size, is suspended on a ribbon of miniature width worn round the 
neck, under the collar with a soft collar or under the tie with a stiff collar. The badge should hang close 
up below a bow tie or % in (19 mm) below the tie knot in front of an open-ended tie, (see para 0741 
regarding those granted badges of more than one order). 
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Insignia worn by women 

0778. The choice of plain clothes worn by women at a particular function should be influenced by the 
degree of formality of the dress prescribed for men, and insignia of orders, decorations and medals may be 
worn when it is appropriate. Badges on a brooch are worn on the left breast of the garment and, according 
to the occasion, are to be the same size as those worn by men. Holders of the RRC or ARRC should wear 
their badge mounted on the brooch. A broad riband may be worn with evening dress in the same manner 
as with evening uniform (see para 0760b). A single star is worn centrally on the left side about 6 in (15 cm) 
above the waist. Women holding insignia of the 2nd and 3rd classes of British Orders, (see Serials 2 and 4 of 
the annex), may wear one neck badge (full size) mounted on a bow immediately and centrally below the 
badge brooch. Holders of more than one neck badge normally wear the senior badge but on certain occa- 
sions, a junior badge may be worn instead, if appropriate. 


Insignia worn on an overcoat 


0779. Only those orders, decorations and medals normally mounted on a brooch may be worn on an 
overcoat by the holder. 


Insignia worn by next of kin 


0780. At certain functions, orders, decorations and medals, mounted on a brooch belonging to next of 
kin may be worn on the right side of the coat, dress or overcoat. This would be appropriate when widows 
attend a Battle of Britain or Remembrance Day service. 
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CHAPTER 8 


WEARING OF AIGUILLETTES AND SHOULDER DEVICES 


Supply : 

0801. Aiguillettes and shoulder devices are to be worn by officers holding the appointments indicated in 
para 0808. Entitled officers are to refer their requirements for the supply of these items to their parent 
RAF station quoting this AP as authority. The parent station will demand the accoutrements from No 14 
Maintenance Unit, RAF Carlisle and arrange loan issue to the officer concerned for the duration of the 
appointment. When the appointment is relinquished, the loan issue is either to be transferred to the new 
incumbent or returned to No 14 Maintenance Unit. 


Dress with which aiguillettes are to be worn 

0802. Aiguillettes are to be worn with Nos 1, 1A, 4, 5, 5A, 5B, 6, 6A, 6B and 8 Dresses on the occasions 
indicated in para 0805 but are not to be worn on a greatcoat or raincoat. When aiguillettes are worn with a 
jacket, shoulder straps are always to be fitted to cover the shoulder attachment. Jackets which do not 
normally comprise shoulder straps are to be modified by sewing straps manufactured in the same material 
as the garment into the shoulder seam and affixed by a small RAF gilt button close to the collar. 


Method of wearing aiguillettes 

0803. When worn by male officers, the aiguillette is to be attached to the appropriate shoulder of the 
jacket as indicated in para 0808 by a hook or button placed centrally on the shoulder, % in (19 mm) from 
the outside shoulder seam. The loop of the aiguillette from which the tags are suspended is to be similarly 
attached under the lapel of the jacket so that on Nos 1, 1A, 4 and 6 Dresses, the tags fall over and in line 
with the inner seam of the appropriate breast pocket. On Nos SA, 5B and 8 Dress jackets, the loop from 
which the tags are suspended is to be attached under the collar at the join of the collar and lapel. The hook 
or button is to be located so as to ensure that the aiguillette is not hidden at all by the lapel. With Nos 1, 
1A, 4 and 6 Dresses the length of the longer cord should be such that the lower edge of the cord under the 
arm is approximately in line with the waist-belt, sash or waistline and in line with the middle button of Nos 
5A and 5B Dress jackets. With No 6A Dress the aiguillette is to be attached to the shoulder of the tunic 
in the same manner as with the No 1 A Dress. The loop of the aiguillette from which the tags are suspended 
is to be attached to the second button on the tunic underneath the wrap-over so that the tags fall slightly to 
one side of the buttons with the lower edge of the cord under the arm approximately in line with the sash. 
As only one size of aiguillette is available from stores, the position of the lower edge of the cord under the 
arm will vary depending on the build of the wearer. Minor adjustment can be achieved by moving the lapel 
attachment point. 


0804, On women officers, attachment of the aiguillette to the shoulder and under the lapel of Nos 1, 1A 
and 4 Dresses is to be in the same manner as for male officers. Although there are no breast pockets, the 
tags are to fall on a similar alignment to those of aiguillettes worn by male officers with this numbered 
dress. With dress style uniform a miniaturized light-weight version of the aiguillette is to be worn by women 
officers as follows: 


a. With Nos 5 and 8 Dresses 


(1) PMRAFNS. From the shoulder of the dress, attached by a hook or hooks located on the centre 
seam, % in (19 mm) from the outside seam. The loop from which the tags are suspended is 
attached to a hook located level with the top of the miniature badges of orders, decorations and 
medals on the brooch and midway between the shoulder seam and the centre line of the dress 
running down from the collar opening. 


(2) WRAF. From the shoulder of the dress, attached in the same manner as for the PMRAFNS, 
with the loop from which the tags are suspended, located immediately below the collar seam in 
line with the side of the wearer’s neck. 


b. With Nos 6 and 6A Dresses, PMRAFNS and WRAF. The attachment to the shoulder is to be in the 
same manner as for male officers but the loop from which the tags are suspended is to be attached 
under the lapel so that the tags fall on a similar alignment to those of aiguillettes worn by male 
officers with No 6 Dress. 


Occasions when aiguillettes are to be worn 
0805. Officers eligible to wear aiguillettes are to wear them on the following occasions: 


a, State occasions when: 
(1) The Sovereign or the Sovereign’s representative is present. 
(2) A parade or celebration of the birthday of the Sovereign is mounted. 
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(3) Specially ordered on the occasion of any parade, ceremony or entertainment at which a mem- 
ber of the Royal Family is present. 


b. Official occasions, ie a function or entertainment given or arranged by any government department 
(including the armed forces) or a government institution. An official occasion is a formal event to 
which guests from outside the unit are invited. For example, a luncheon, ball and guest night could 
be in this category, whereas a dining-in night would not. 


c. Public occasions, ie when invitations are issued in the name of a municipal corporation, institution 
or livery company. 


d. When visiting British and foreign Naval or Army establishments on formal occasions; also when visit- 
ing foreign Air Force establishments. 


e. When inspecting and taking the salute at parades or when attending as a spectator. 


f. When meeting or attending upon very important persons in an official capacity eg representing the 
Chief of the Defence Staff, the Air Force Board or the Royal Air Force. 


g. Audiences and Investitures. (In accordance with Chap 10, para 1003.) 
h. Funerals and memorial services. 
j. On such other occasions as the Air Force Board may direct. 


The aiguillette may only be worn by personal staffs referred to in sub-paras 0808g and h, when in attend- 
ance in an official capacity upon the senior officer concerned. Diplomatic staff, mentioned in sub-para 
0808f, are normally only to wear the aiguillette in the country to which they are accredited, providing it is 
the custom of the country and has the sanction of the British ambassador. 


Shoulder devices 


0806. The Royal Cypher, which is surmounted by a crown, both of gilt, is a device to indicate an honorary 
appointment to the Sovereign. There are two sizes for wear by entitled officers indicated in para 0808, as 
follows: 


a. Large (1% in (3.2 em) high and 1% in (3.2 cm) wide, including fixed crown). With Nos 1, 1A, 2, 
2A, 2B, 6 and 6B Dresses, also the greatcoat. 


b. Small (15/16ths in (24 mm) high and 15/16ths in (24 mm) wide, including fixed crown). With Nos 
5, 5A, 5B, 6A, 8 and 8A Dresses. Also by certain officers after relinquishment of appointment, see 
para 0808. 


0807. On uniform fitted with shoulder straps, the Royal Cypher is to be worn on both straps. With Nos 1, 
5A and 5B Dresses, the lower edge of the device is to be 1 in (2.5 cm) from the bottom of the straps. With 
Nos 2, 2A, 2B, 6, 6A, 6B, 8 and 8A Dresses worn by male officers, also when worn with a greatcoat (other 
than by Marshals of the RAF), the device is to be superimposed on the lowest rows of ranking braid, with 
the lower edge of the device level with the bottom of the lowest row of the braid. With No 1A Dress and 
on shoulder straps worn by Marshals of the RAF, the device is to be affixed to the lower edge of the 
shoulder strap. On Nos 5 and 8 Dresses worn by women officers, only one Royal Cypher is to be worn as 
follows: 


a. PMRAFNS. ¥% in (13 mm) above the attachment for the loop of the aiguillette. 
b. WRAF, On the collar immediately above the attachment for the loop of the aiguillette. 


The device is held in position by a split pin when worn on a shoulder strap and a modified version in brooch 
form is best suited for wear on Nos 5 and 8 Dresses worn by women officers. 


WEARING OF AIGUILLETTES AND SHOULDER DEVICES 


0808. Entitlement to wear aiguillettes and shoulder devices 


Entitled Appointments 


Personal aide-de-camp 
to the Sovereign. 


Air aide-de-camp to the 
Sovereign. Aide-de-camp 
to the Sovereign. 

Defence Services Secretary. 
Honorary Physician to the 
Sovereign. 

Honorary Surgeon to the 
Sovereign. 

Honorary Dental Surgeon 
to the Sovereign. 
Honorary Chaplain to the 
Sovereign. 

Honorary Nursing Sister 

to the Sovereign. 

Honorary aide-de-camp 

to the Sovereign. 

Equerry and extra equerry 
to the Sovereign. 

The Captain of the Queen’s 
Flight. 


Marshal of the Royal 
Air Force (see Note 1). 


Air Members of the 
Defence Council (see 
Note 1). 

Air Members of the Air 
Force Board. 


Equerry to members of 
the Royal Family other 
than the Sovereign. 
Personal staff (see Note 2) 
of Governors General, 
Aide-de-camp to the 

Lord High Commissioner 
to the General Assembly 
of the Church of Scotland. 


Head of British Defence 
Services Staff Washington. 
Air Attaches and 

Assistant Air Attaches, 
Service Advisers and 
Assistant Advisers in 

HM High Commissions in 
Commonwealth capitals. 
Head of Secretariat British 


Defence Liaison Staff Ottawa. 


Aiguillette 


Gold seven-line 

orris cord with gilt 
crown and Royal 
Cypher on tags in 
capital letters (to be 
worn on right shoulder). 


Gold seven-line orris 
cord with gilt crown 
and Royal Cypher on 
tags, in capital letters 
(to be worn on right 
shoulder). 


Gold seven-line orris 

cord with gilt eagle and 
crown on tags (to be worn 
on right shoudler), 


Blue and gold seven-line 
orris cord with silver 
eagle and crown 

on tags (to be worn 

on right shoulder). 


Gold seven-line orris 
cord with no device 
on tags (to be worn 
on right shoulder). 


Blue and gold seven-line 
orris cord with silver eagle 
and crown on tags (to be 
worn on left shoulder). 
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Royal Cypher 


Gilt crown and Royal Cypher 
in capital letters (see Note 3). 


Gilt crown and Royal Cypher 
in capital letters (see Note 3). 


No device 
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g. Personal staff (see Note 2) Blue and gold seven-line 
of: orris cord with no device 
Governors. on tags (to be worn on 
Lieutenant Governors. right shoulder). 

High Commissioners. 


h. Personal staff (see Note 2) Blue and gold seven-line 
of: orris cord with no device 
Service Members of the on tags (to be worn on 
Defence Council. left shoulder). 
Vice-Chief of the 
Defence Staff. 

Members of the Air Force 
Board. 

Air Officers Commanding- 
in-Chief. 
Commanders-in-Chief. 

Air Officers Commanding 
Groups and equivalent 
formations. 

Director General of 

Security (RAF)/Commandant 
General RAF Regiment. 
Commanders Maritime Air 
Regions. 

Air Officers Scotland and 
Northern Ireland, Wales. 

Air Officer Air Headquarters 
Cyprus 

Air Officer Commanding RAF 
Personnel Management Centre. 
Commandants of the RAF 
Colleges and the Central 
Flying School. 

Air Commanders Gibraltar 
and Hong Kong. 

Chairman Military Committee 
NATO. 

United Kingdom Military 
Representative Brussels. 
Deputy Commander-in-Chief 
Allied Forces Central Europe. 
Director of International 
Military Staff NATO. 

Head of British Defence Staff 
Washington. 


No device 


ee ar er tr eee 


Notes 


1. Officers entitled to wear the aiguillette under the provisions of sub-paras c and/or d, who are also 
entitled under the provision of sub-paras a, or b are to wear the aiguillette and devices appropriate to the 
appointments in sub-paras a or b, as appropriate. Officers with an entitlement under sub-paras b and d are 
to wear the aiguillette and devices appropriate to sub-para b. 


De Excludes staff officers and personal assistants, 


3. A personal aide-de-camp to the Sovereign, who has held that appointment during more than one 
reign, should wear the Royal Cypher of each Sovereign under whom he has so served, and should continue 
to wear them in the small size after he has relinquished the appointment. All other officers entitled to wear 
the Royal Cypher, are to wear the Cypher of the reigning Sovereign only but an air aide-de-camp may, on 
relinquishing the appointment, continue to wear the small size Royal Cypher of each Sovereign under 
whom he has served and been appointed. The Royal Cypher of the reigning Sovereign is to be worn above 
any other Royal Cypher, With the exception of personal and air aides-de-camp, Royal Cyphers are not to be 
worn after the appointment is relinquished. 
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CHAPTER 9 


WEARING OF SWORDS, SWORD BELTS, CEREMONIAL BELTS AND WHITE GLOVES 


SWORDS 


Description 


0901. 
a. 
b. 
c. 


0902. 


The following types of RAF swords are worn on appropriate occasions: 
Air rank (AO) 

Below air rank (BAO) 

Warrant officer (WO) 


The sword assembly consists of: 
Sword, 


(1) Blade. Is straight, 32% to 32% in (82 cm to 82.6 cm) long, tapered gradually and fullered 
both sides. There is less engraving on the warrant officer sword than on the officer patterns, 


(2) Mountings. Consist of guard, grip, back piece and pommel, ferrule, under nut and invisible top 
nut. fhe guard is of gold plated rolled brass pierced with an ornamental device including the 
Royal Cypher. The back piece is in the form of an eagle’s head. The officer patterns and 
some of the more recently manufactured warrant officer pattern also have a badge showing 
the RAF eagle and crown made of gold plated thin sheet brass, raised from underneath and 
fixed and brazed to the dome of the guard. The grip is 4% in (11 cm) long, of wood and 
the officer patterns are covered with white fish skin, bound with gilt wire, The fish skin on 
the warrant officer pattern is black. 


Sword knot. The officer pattern is of blue and gold and comprises a gold lace strap with a blue 
silk line down the centre, gold acorn also gold and blue slider. The warrant officer pattern is of 
similar design but is of dark blue leather. 


Scabbard, Of tanned leather, blocked and polished and fitted with three gold plated brass mounts, 

On the officer patterns, the rings on the top and middle mounts are held by a ball attached to a 

laurel wreath. On the air rank pattern both mounts are ornamentally chased and the centre mount is 

slightly longer than on the other patterns. The bottom mount, known as the shoe or chape, is sur- 

rounded at the mouth by a laurel wreath on the officer patterns and a feature of the air officer 

pattern is that the shoe is asymmetric. On the warrant officer pattern, all laurel wreaths are omitted. 

Ceremonial Belt. 

(1) Officer pattern. Of blue silk web 1 3/8 in (3.5 cm) wide with a bar of gold embroidery 3/8 in 
(9 mm ) wide running length-wise along each edge. It is lined with blue morocco to match, 
The plate fastener bears the eagle and crown surrounded by a laurel wreath, with the motto 
PER ARDUA AD ASTRA under the eagle and within the wreath. 

(2) Warrant officer pattem. Of dark blue leather 1% in (3.8 cm) wide. The plate fastener is the 
same as the officer pattern, 

Canvas belt. Of plain canvas, 2 in (5.1 cm) wide with shoulder strap 7/8 in (22 mm) wide. The 

buckle, slide adjuster and attachment rings are of brass. 

Slings. 

(1) Officer pattem. Of similar material and appearance to the officer pattern ceremonial belt 
but 1 in (2.5 cm) wide and with bars of gold embroidery 3/16 in (5 mm) in width. 

(2) Warrant officer pattem. Of similar material and appearance to the warrant officer pattern 
ceremonial belt, but % in (19 mm) wide. 

Slings are worn in pairs, each connecting with the belt at one end and attached to a billet at the 

other, The shorter sling is worn at the left hand side of the belt and the longer sling at the rear of 

the belt. 

Billets, Fittings of gold plated brass, the air officer pattern is embossed with an eagle and crown 


motif, attached to a short leather strap. Billets are used to join the slings to the rings on the scab- 
bard. 
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Supply 

0903. Swords and associated equipment are supply items and allocations to command headquarters are 
made for use on a pool basis. Officers in certain appointments and on the Special Duties List qualify for 
long-term loans and short term loans are made to officers participating in ceremonies on an individual 
basis, Items required for wear at weddings and private functions are to be obtained from commercial 
sources but in areas abroad, where not available commercially, hire from the supply squadron on a pre- 
payment basis is permitted. Supply procedure and entitlement to long-term loans is outlined in AP 830 
and Command Staff Instructions. 


Dress with which swords may be wom 
0904. Swords may only be worn with Nos 1, 1A, 6, 6A, 9 and 11 Dresses. 


Occasions when swords are wom 

0905. Swords are to be worn on the occasions indicated in Annex D to Chap 10. A member of a church 
congregation, attending the service only and who is not taking part in any parade or ceremony before, 
during, or after the service, should not wear a sword unless specifically requested to do so. Similarly, where 
the wearing of a sword at an indoor ceremonial function is likely to be an encumbrance, permission to omit 
the sword may be given by the sponsor co-ordinating the occasion. Swords may be removed temporarily 
whilst travelling in an aircraft or car and at a social function which may immediately follow a ceremony. 
In these circumstances, the belt may continue to be worn with the slings joined to form a loop. 


0906, Warrant officers are only to wear swords when parading as a member of a colour party escorting a 
Queen’s or King’s colour. This privilege does not apply on any other ceremonial occasion or to members of 
squadron standard parties. 


Method of wear 
0907, There are two methods of wearing the sword: 


a. Parade commanders, commanders of guards of honour, officers under their orders, Directors of 
Music and warrant officers in colour parties are to wear the sword hooked up on the sword belt on 
the ceremonial belt worn outside the jacket. When worn this way with Nos | and 6 Dresses, the 
detachable belt is to be removed from the jacket and with Nos 1A and 6A Dresses, the sash is to be 
dispensed with. The ceremonial belt can be prevented from sagging by fitting a small brass hook on 
either side of the jacket at waist level or by use of needle and thread. When the greatcoat is worn 
the hilt of the sword is to be outside the sword slit of the greatcoat. 


b. __ Inspecting and reviewing officers, those in attendance upon them and other officers not referred to 
in sub-para a are to wear the sword in the normal fitting, ie when the scabbard containing the 
sword is clipped to the two slings which in turn hang from a plain canvas belt worn under the 
uniform jacket with the shoulder strap over the right shoulder. With the sword in this position, 
the jacket belt is to be worn with Nos 1 and 6 Dresses and the sash with Nos 1A and 6A Dresses. 
When the greatcoat is worn, the hilt of the sword is to protrude beyond the wrap-over, which is 
to be folded back. 


The method of carrying the sword is outlined in AP 818 (Drill and ceremonial). 
WRAF CEREMONIAL BELTS 


0908. WRAF ceremonial belts are similar in appearance and design to officers ceremonial sword belts 
except that the method of adjustment is different and there are no connections for slings. They are to be 
worn by WRAF officers on parade in Nos 1 or 6 Dresses when RAF officers wear swords and also when 
participating in passing out/graduation parades. This belt may also be worn by WRAF officers in Nos 1, 
6 or 6A Dresses holding personal appointments when attending on the officer concerned in an official 
capacity. The ceremonial belt is not worn with a greatcoat or by PMRAFNS officers. 


WHITE GLOVES AND WHITE WEBBING 


0909, White nylon or cotton gloves with one button or press-stud are to be worn by: 


a. RAF officers with Nos 1A and 6A Dresses, irrespective of whether a sword is being worn, also with 
Nos 1 and 6 Dresses when a sword is worn, 
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d, 
0910, 


| 
WEARING OF SWORDS, SWORD BELTS, CEREMONIAL BELTS AND WHITE GLOVES 
Directors of Music with Nos 9, 10 and 11 Dresses. 


PMRAENS and WRAF officers with Nos 1A and 6A Dresses and by WRAF officers with Nos 1 
and 6 Dresses when a ceremonial belt is worn. 


Warrant officers with Nos 1 and 6 Dresses when a sword is worn. 


White nylon or cotton gloves are to be worn by airmen and airwomen with Nos 1 and 6 Dresses, 


as appropriate, when participating in: 


m. 


State occasions. 

Royal occasions for the Royal Air Force. 

Guards at Royal residences. 

Guards of honour. 

Service funerals amounting to State occasions and those sponsored by MOD. 
Official memorial services. 

Sovereign’s birthday parades. 


Annual recurring national ceremonies such as Remembrance Day parades and Battle of Britain 
parades, the Festival of Remembrance and Royal Tournament. 


Regional ceremonies of national importance in England, Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales. 
Parades to present a Queen’s or King’s Colour, Squadron Standard or Personal Banner. 
Parades to confer Freedoms. 


Parades to exercise Freedoms. 


White polyethelene webbing is also to be worn by airmen (other than warrant officers) when participating 
in the above events. 


0911. 


White gloves and white webbing not committed to the events referred to in para 0909 may, on the 


authority of MOD (Pl(Cer)(RAF)), be authorized for wear by the appropriate personnel on other occasions 
of a lower priority. 


CHAPTER 10 


GUIDE TO CORRECT ORDER OF DRESS WHEN ATTENDING FUNCTIONS AND PARTICIPATING 
IN CEREMONIAL 


General 

1001. The sponsor of an event will decide the form of dress appropriate to the occasion and whether 
orders, decorations and medals should be worn. The decision will be influenced by the degree of formality 
attached to it. If Royalty attends, the appropriate Household should be consulted through the usual Service 
channels before the dress decision is made and details are promulgated. 


1002. When an invitation card indicates that ‘decorations’ are to be worn, this implies that the event is an 
official occasion and that insignia of orders, decorations and medals are to be worn in accordance with this 
chapter, ie broad riband, stars, neck badges and full size medals, subject to entitlement. 


Investitures 

1003. Serving personnel attending investitures in temperate areas as recipients of awards or spectators are 
to wear No 1 Dress without orders, decorations and medals. A sword is not to be worn but entitled officers 
are to wear the aiguillette (see Annex E). For dress to be worn in warm-weather areas see para 1011 below. 


Service audience with the Sovereign 
1004. Officers granted an audience with the Sovereign are to wear No 1 Dress, without sword. Entitled 
officers are to wear the aiguillette and one star. No other orders, decorations or medals are to be worn. 


Royal garden parties 

1005. The majority of RAF officers attending Royal garden parties may, entirely at their own discretion, 
wear either morning dress or non-ceremonial day uniform. However, those holding personal appointments 
{eg ADCs and PSOs etc), when attending in an official capacity upon the senior officer concerned, are to 
wear uniform with aiguillette. Officers holding the following appointments to the Sovereign are encouraged 
to attend at least one garden party during their term of appointment and are required to wear uniform on 
at least one occasion: 


a. Aides-de-camp. 

b. Honorary physicians. 

c. Honorary surgeons. 

d. Honorary dental surgeons. 
e. Honorary chaplains. 


This ruling does not apply to personal aides-de-camp, air aides-de-camp or the heads of the women’s services 
holding appointments to the Sovereign. 


Launching of ships 

1006. The dress when attending the launching of an HM ship is normally to be No 1 Dress without orders, 
decorations and medals. When a member of the Royal Family participates in the ceremony, No | Dress 
with one star (no other orders, decorations or medals), sword and aiguillette, subject to entitlement, may be 
prescribed for RAF officers attending in an official capacity. 


State and Court functions, Joint Service parades 

1007. To ensure that personnel of the three Services wear the equivalent orders of dress at State and Court 
functions also when participating in Joint Service parades, particularly in the presence of a member or 
members of the Royal Family, a Joint Service Officers’ Ceremonial Dress Table has been drawn up based on 
three categories of dress for wear as follows: 


a. Full ceremonial dress — on very formal occasions. 

b. Ceremonial dress — when an element of formality is appropriate. 

c. Non-ceremonial dress — on informal occasions. 
The dress to be worn on these occasions in temperate areas is indicated in Annex A to this chapter and 
Annex B deals with warm-weather areas. When promulgating the dress to be worn it is only necessary to 


quote the order of dress given in column b of the table, ie full ceremonial day dress (with or without sword), 


etc, 
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RAF Service weddings 

1008, It is the responsibility of the sponsor to decide whether those taking part in an official capacity at 
an RAF wedding should wear uniform and also whether guests should be given the option of wearing uni- 
form or plain clothes. 


Civilian functions 

1009. At civilian and other functions, when the order of dress is not specified and it is known that more 
than one RAF officer will be attending in uniform, the senior RAF officer is to decide on the dress to be 
worn and inform the other RAF officers attending of his decision. 


Presentation of degrees ceremony 


1010, Officers attending a presentation of degrees ceremony are to wear No 1 Dress with academic dress 
(including academic hat). 


Other ceremonial events 


1011. A guide to the correct order of dress to be worn by those attending other events in an individual 
capacity in temperate areas is given at Annex C to this chapter and Annex D deals with those participating 
in RAF ceremonial and events other than in an individual capacity. In warm-weather areas the equivalent 
dress to be worn is as follows: 


Temperate Warm-weather 


a. No 1 Dress No 6 or 6B Dress. No 6 Dress is to be worn by officers 
when required to wear a sword and on occasions when 
stars and neck badges are being worn. Airmen in special 
appointments also wear No 6 Dress on these occasions 


b. No 1A Dress . No 6A Dress 
c. Nos 5, 5A and 5B Dresses No 8 Dress 
d. No 9 Dress ) 

) No 11 Dress 
e. No 10 Dress ) 
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Annex E to 
AP 1358 
Chap 10 


INVESTITURES — WEARING OF AIGUILLETTES 


The following rules apply to the wearing of aiguillettes at investitures: 
a. To wear aiguillettes: 
Equerries, Extra Equerries and Temporary Equerries to the Queen, Queen Elizabeth the Queen 
Mother and Members of the Royal Family who are Royal Highnesses, 
ADCs to the Queen. 


Honorary Physicians, Surgeons, Dental Surgeons, Veterinary Surgeon and Nursing Sisters to the 
Queen. 


Honorary Chaplains to the Queen. 

Members of the three Service Boards in the Ministry of Defence 
b. NOT to wear aiguillettes: 

Staff Officers 


Attaches 
ADCs other than those mentioned in a, above. 
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CHAPTER 11 
ILLUSTRATIONS 
FORMS OF DRESS 
Plate 

1 RAF No 1 Service Dress 

2 RAF No 2 Dress 

3. RAF No 2A Dress 

4 RAF No 2B Dress 

5 RAF No 3 (Combat) Dress 

6 RAF No 4 Dress 

7 RAF No SA/SB Dress (officers) 

8 RAF No S Dress (WOs and SNCOs (optional)) 

9 RAF No 6 Service Dress (warm-weather areas) 


-_ 
o 


RAF No 6A full Ceremonial Dress (warm-weather areas) 
RAF No 6B Parade Dress (warm-weather areas) 
12 RAF Nos 7A and 7B Working Dress (warm-weather areas) 
13. RAF No 8 Mess Dress (warm-weather areas) 
14. RAF No 8A Dress Red Sea Rig (warm-weather areas) 
15) 
16 ) 
17 RAF No 10 (Established Bands Undress) 
18 RAF No 11 (Established Bands, overseas) (warm-weather ceremonial dress) 
19 PMRAEFNS No I Service Dress 
20 PMRAENS No 2 Dress 
21 +PMRAFNS No 2 Dress variants 
22 PMRAEFNS No 3 (Ward) Dress 
23 PMRAENS Nos 5 and 8 Dress 
24 PMRAENS Nos 6 and 7 Dress 
25 WRAF No | Service Dress 
26 WRAF No 2 Dress 
27. WRAF No 2A Dress 
28 WRAF No 2B Dress 
29 WRAF Nos 5 and 8 Dress 
30 WRAF Nos 6 and 7 Dress 
31 Head-dress RAF 
32 Head-dress PMRAFNS 
33 Head-dress WRAF 
34 Service Dress Gloves and Footwear for all ranks 
35 RAF Raincoat 
_ 36 RAF Greatcoat (officers) 
37 RAF Greatcoat (WOs, airmen and airwomen) 
38 Not allotted 


_ 
- 


RAF No 9 (established Bands Full Dress) 


Page 

11-3 

11-4 

11-5 

11-6 

11-7 

11-8 

11-9 
11-10 
1-11 
11-12 
11-13 
11-14 
11-15 
11-16 
11-17 
11-18 
11-19 
11-20 
11-21 
11-22 
11-23 
11-24 
11-25 
11-26 
11-27 
11-28 
11-29 
11-30 
11-31 
11-32 
11-33 
11-34 
11-35 
11-36 
11-37 
11-38 
11-39 
11-40 


AP 1358, CHAP 11 


PMRAENS Capes 

RAF Capes 

Officers’ No 1 Dress sleeve rank badges 

Shoulder rank badges — officers 

Officer’s shoulder straps and officer’s brooch rank insignia 
Rank badges, airmen and airwomen in Ground Trades 
Shoulder rank badges for WOs and SNCOs 

Flying badges 

Hat and cap badges 

Buttons and lapel badges 

Arm and shoulder distinguishing badges 

Trade and Qualification badges 

Mess Dress badging for PMRAFNS/WRAF WOs and SNCOs 
Positioning of women’s insignia on WO’s and SNCO’s Nos 5 and 8 Dress 
RAF Chaplain’s insignia 

Ceremonial belts and sashes 

Armlets — Miscellaneous duties 

Armlets — RAF Police 

Armlets — Station duties and SWO’s walking stick 


MANNER OF WEARING ORDERS, DECORATIONS, MEDALS AND 
CEREMONIAL ACCOUTREMENTS 
No I Dress, (RAF, PMRAFNS and WRAF officers) 
No | Dress, airmen and airwomen, (RAF, PMRAFNS and WRAF) 
No 1A Dress, RAF 
Nos 5, 5A and SB Dresses, (male officers, WOs and SNCOs) 
Nos 5 and 8 Dresses, (women officers, WOs and SNCOs) 
Nos 6, 6A and 6B Dresses (male officers, WOs and SNCOs) 
Nos 6 and 6A Dresses, (women officers) 
No 8 Dress, (male officers, WOs and SNCOs) 
No 9 Dress, airmen 
Plain clothes (evening wear), (full evening dress, men and women, also dinner jacket) 
Plain clothes, day wear, (morning dress and lounge suit) 
Attachment of broad riband to No 8 Dress and full evening dress (men) 
Mounting orders, decorations and medals on a brooch, (court style and normal method) 
Method of wearing the aiguillette 
Swords and scabbards, (Air Officer, below Air Officer and WO) 
Sword belts, ceremonial and canvas, slings and billets 
Officers’ shoulder straps with Royal Cypher 


PLATE 1 


RAF No 1 SERVICE DRESS 


Officer and warrant officer NCO and airman 


Warrant officers wear officer pattern uniform and airman’s No 1 SD hat with warrant officer badge. 
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PLATE 2 


RAF No 2 DRESS 


Officer Airman 


No 2 Dress is an all ranks uniform, 


PLATE 3 


RAF No 2A DRESS 


Officer Airman 


PLATE 4 


RAF No 2B DRESS 


Officer Airman 


The stable belt is an optional item. 


PLATE 5 


RAF No 3 (COMBAT) DRESS 


PLATE 6 


RAF No 4 DRESS 


Officer Airman 


PLATE7 


RAF No 5A AND 5B DRESS (OFFICERS) 


No 5A Dress No 5B Dress 


PLATE 8 


RAF No 5 DRESS (WARRANT OFFICERS AND SENIOR NCOs (OPTIONAL)) 


Warrant officer Senior NCO 
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PLATE 9 


RAF No 6 SERVICE DRESS 
(WARM-WEATHER AREAS) 


' Officer and warrant officer NCO and airman 


Issues to warrant officers, NCOs and airmen are restricted to SDL postings. 
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PLATE 10 


RAF No 6A FULL CEREMONIAL DRESS -) 
(WARM-WEATHER AREAS) 


Example of a Personal Staff Officer (PSO). 
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ei ee ee 


PLATE 11 
 ) RAF No 6B PARADE DRESS 
(WARM-WEATHER AREAS) 
Ceremonial Non-ceremonial 
(Anodized buttons and belt buckle) (Black buttons and belt buckle) 
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PLATE 12 


RAF Nos 7A AND 7B WORKING DRESS 
(WARM-WEATHER AREAS) 


(No 7A Dress — trouser mode) (No 7B Dress — shorts mode) 
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PLATE 13 


RAF No 8 MESS DRESS 
(WARM-WEATHER AREAS) 


Officer 
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PLATE 14 


RAF No 8A RED SEA RIG 
(WARM-WEATHER AREAS) 


“~ 


Officers only 
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ricer Pare 


PLATE 15 


RAF No 9 DRESS — ESTABLISHED BANDS FULL DRESS 
(TEMPERATE CLIMATE) 


Director of Music Director of Music (Busby in lieu of 
Ceremonial Hat) 
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PLATE 16 


RAF No 9 DRESS — ESTABLISHED BANDS FULL DRESS 
(TEMPERATE CLIMATE) 


Musician Musician (Busby in lieu of 
Ceremonial Hat) 
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PLATE 17 


RAF No 10 DRESS — ESTABLISHED BANDS UNDRESS 
(TEMPERATE CLIMATE) 


Director of Music Warrant officer Bandmaster 
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PLATE 18 


RAF No 11 DRESS — ESTABLISHED BANDS, OVERSEAS 
(WARM-WEATHER CEREMONIAL DRESS) 


Director of Music Musician 
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PLATE 19 


PMRAENS No 1 SERVICE DRESS 


Officer Airwoman 
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PLATE 20 


Officer 


PMRAENS No 2 DRESS 


Airwoman 


PMRAENS No 2 Dress is an all ranks uniform. 
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PMRAENS No 2 DRESS VARIANTS 


No 2A Dress 
(Flight Nursing Officer) 


No 2 Dress 
(Flight Nursing Attendant) 
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PLATE 22 


PMRAENS No 3 DRESS — UNIVERSAL WARD UNIFORM 


Officer Airwoman 


The officer's ward cape is discarded during warm-weather and the frock is worn open-necked, as shown 
for the airwoman. 
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PLATE 23 


PMRAENS Nos 5 AND 8 DRESS 


Officer 
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PLATE 24 


PMRAENS Nos 6 AND 7 DRESS 


No 6 Dress No 7 Dress 
(Officer) (Airwoman) 


The frock is the same Service issue pattern for both 
officers and airwomen. 
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PLATE 25 


WRAF No 1 SERVICE DRESS 


Officer and warrant officer Airwoman 
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PLATE 26 


Officer 


WRAF No 2 DRESS 


WRAF No 2 Dress is an all ranks uniform. 
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Airwoman 


WRAF No 2A DRESS 
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PLATE 27 


PLATE 28 


i 
ti 


WRAF No 2B DRESS 


fs 
/ 


; 


Officer 


The summer shirt is optional wear. 
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Airwoman 


WRAF Nos 5 AND 8 DRESS 


Officer Warrant officer 


This is also mess dress for women officers commissioned 
in the Royal Air Force and RAF Chaplains’ Assistants. 
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PLATE 29 


PLATE 30 


WRAF Nos 6 AND 7 DRESS 


No 6 (airwoman) No 7 (airwoman) 


The officer's No 6 Dress is a bespoke version of the all ranks frock 
illustrated above but worn with No 1 Dress hat and anodized buttons and belt buckle. 
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PLATE 31 


HEAD-DRESS RAF 


Description 


Officer’s SD: 1 — Air ranks; 3 — Gp Capt; 2 — other officers. 
Field service: 4 — Air ranks; 5 — other officers and WOs. 


6 — SD airman (WO badge); 7 — Duty hat RAF Policeman; 8 — Ceremonial, Musician (QCS version 
has ungilded peak and black side buttons). 


9 — all ranks beret; 10 — field service (airman badge); 11 — Peak for ceremonial hats, Director of 
Music and WO Musician. 


Busby, No 9 Dress, established bands (Director of Music and warrant officer Musician wear officer/ 
WO badge shown at foot). 
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PLATE 32 
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PLATE 33 


HEAD-DRESS WRAF 


4 
2. 


Rows Description 


1 1 — Officer's SD hat, Wg Cdr and below; warrant officers wear this hat and warrant officer badge. 
Gp Capt and above wear the RAF embellished peak; 2 — Duty hat for Policewoman. 


2 3 — SD hat (other airwomen); 4 — Beret. 
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PLATE 35 


RAF RAINCOAT FOR ALL RANKS 


The woman’s raincoat is similar with buttoning on the left. 


Lapel rank badges are worn by officers of the rank of Group Captain and below. 


Airmen and airwomen wear arm rank badges on both sleeves. 
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PLATE 36 
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PLATE 37 
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PLATE 38 


Not allotted 
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PLATE 39 
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PLATE 40 
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PLATE 41 


OFFICERS’ No 1 DRESS SLEEVE RANK BADGES 


(BLUE/BLACK BRAID) 
Marshal of the Air Chief Marshal Air Marshal Air Vice-Marshal 


Royal Air Force 


Air Commodore Group Captain Wing Commander Squadron Leader 
Flight Lieutenant Flying Officer Pilot Officer 


Ranking for male officers on No 5 Mess Dress jackets is in full width gold lace and positioned as above. 
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PLATE 42 


SHOULDER RANK BADGES — OFFICERS 


WE 
1 


The braid is blue on black; the rank composition as in Plate 41 


PLATE 43 


OFFICERS’ SHOULDER STRAPS 
(Nos 6A, 8, 8A AND 11 DRESS) 


(Versions shown are left shoulder) 
Special shoulder straps are specified for MRAF, 


OFFICERS’ BROOCH RANK INSIGNIA 


Nos 5 and 8 Dress — Air Commodore WRAF. 
Nos 5 and 8 Dress — Flight Lieutenant PMRAFNS. 


Raincoat lapel badges for Squadron Leader and Wing Commander (4). 
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PLATE 44 


RANK BADGES AIRMEN AND AIRWOMEN IN GROUND TRADES 


ws 
w 
as 


In descending order, badges are: 


at 6. 


1 Warrant officer 

2 Flight sergeant (metal crown (left) is worn with No | Dress only) 
3 Chief technician; 4 Sergeant 

5 Corporal; 6 Junior technician 

iu Senior aircraftman/woman; 8 Leading aircraftman/woman 
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PLATE 45 


SHOULDER RANK BADGES FOR WARRANT OFFICERS AND SNCOs 


Ground Trades 


Aircrew Aircrew 


ou 


a 


sant 


casi 


right shoulder left shoulder 


both shoulders 
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PLATE 46 


FLYING BADGES 


AE — Air Electronics Officer 
or Operator 


*AG — Air Gunner 
*B — Air Bomber 


E — Air Engineer 
LM — Air Loadmaster 
~S M -— Met Air Observer 
Preliminary F : 
Flying Badge N  — Navigator Navigator 
(Pilot) *O -— Air Observer 
*QM — Air Quartermaster 
*RO — Observer Radio 
*“S  — Air Signaller 


*Obsolescent flying badges. 


Parachute Instructor 


RANK BADGES MASTER AND SNCO AIRCREW 


Master (Pilot etc) 


A we 
ea iC ce ce 
G A tc at 

Ce, mG us & 


Sgt Fit Sgt 


Woven shoulder rank badges (Plate 45) are provided for flying coveralls and other 


shoulder strap garments. 
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PLATE 47 


HAT AND CAP BADGES 


In descending order the badges are as follows: 


Air Officer’s large 
Air Officer’s small 
Other officer’s large 
Other officer’s small 
Chaplain 

Crown and eagle 
Warrant officer large 
Warrant officer small 
RAF badge, large 
RAF badge, small 


very 
AY Fg 
SD hat. 
Beret and field service cap. 
SD hat. 
Beret. 
SD hat. 


Field service cap for Gp Capt and below, including WO. 
SD hat. 

Beret. 

All headgear for ranks below WO. 

SD hat for WRAF airwomen below the rank of WO. 


11—49 


PLATE 48 


BUTTONS AND LAPEL BADGES -) 


a> 


> & 
3 > ¢ 


cof! 
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‘ | 
A VR eer 


Qe 
Buttons 
Row 1 — 37 ligne, high dome, anodized; 30 ligne, mounted, gilt; 30 ligne, high dome, anodized. 
Row 2 — 27 ligne, high dome, anodized; 22 ligne, mounted, gilt; 22 ligne, high dome, anodized. 
(Black versions of 37 and 27 ligne buttons are provided for warm-weather areas.) 
Lapel badges 
Row 3 — Dental; Medical and PMRAFNS; Chaplain. 
Row 4 — Chaplain’s Assistant. 
Row 5 — A: Royal Auxiliary Air Force; VR(T): Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve (Training branch); 


VR Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 
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PLATE 49 


ARM AND SHOULDER DISTINGUISHING BADGES 


RAF Regiment shoulder badge. 

Shoulder slides — APM and RAFP. 

Eagle arm badges are worn only on airman’s/airwoman’s greatcoat. 
A and VR embroidered arm badge. 

RAF Regiment shoulder slide. 

Shoulder slides for PMRAFNS ward dress. 

Qualification insignia — saxe blue for SRN, bottle green for SEN. 
Green bars on white slides denote Ist and 2nd year pupil nurse. 
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PLATE SO 


TRADE AND QUALIFICATION BADGES 


Row Description 

1 Telecommunications ; Flight Medical Officer; Physical Training Instructor. 

2 Air Steward; Parachutist; Flight Nursing Attendant. 

3 Mountain Rescue; Parachutist Badge (with wings); Explosive Ordnance Disposal. 

4 RAF Nurse Training School badge; Ward dress badge PMRAFNS airwoman, 

5 Musician (established bands); Drum Major (established bands) Voluntary Bandsman. 
6 Trumpeter; Marksman, 
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PLATE SI 


MESS DRESS BADGING FOR PMRAFNS/WRAF 
WARRANT OFFICERS AND SENIOR NCOs 


wnician 


Qualification Trade Badges 


ee ie 
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Dental 
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PLATE 53 


ROYAL AIR FORCE CHAPLAIN’s INSIGNIA 


On the left facing of the scarf, the badge denoting appointment of Honorary Chaplain to the Queen is 
fitted centrally below ribbons and/or insignia of orders, decorations and medals. 
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PLATE 54 


CEREMONIAL BELTS 


Left to right: WRAF officers; airman’s bayonet frog; airman’s ceremonial belt. 


CEREMONIAL SASHES 


Top: Usher's sash for officer. 
Lower: Colour sash for warrant officer and SNCO. 
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Row 


PLATE 55 


ARMLETS — MISCELLANEOUS DUTIES 


RAF 
MOUNTAIN 
_RESCUE_ 


Movements control, NCO/airman; movements officer; officer/airman engaged in EOD duties. 


Recruit leader (S of RT); sleeve ranking for NCO on working garments not fitted with shoulder 
straps; deputy recruit leader (S of RT). 


Instructor; Mountain Rescue; RAF Postal Service. 


Geneva Convention Red Cross; black mourning band; official. 
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PLATE 56 


ARMLETS PROVOST OFFICERS 


~ 


Provost Marshal 


Assistant Provost Marshal 


(Deputy Provost Marshal wears the same pattern as the APM, lettered ‘DPM’.) 


ARMLETS RAF AND WRAF POLICE 


Ranked armlets are for wear on sleeves of protective outer garments not fitted with shoulder straps. 
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ARMLETS — STATION DUTIES 
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STATION WARRANT OFFICER’s WALKING STICK 
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PLATE 60 


ORDERS, DECORATIONS AND MEDALS WITH No 1A DRESS 


RAF 


Showing KG collar with badge appendant, GCB broad riband with badge appendant, KG, GCB and KBE 
stars, KBE and CVO neck badges, full size badges on a brooch, aiguillette worn by an Air ADC to the 
Queen, sash and sword. 


11—62 


PLATE 61 


“ua9and 

ay} 01 OV ty ue Aq WIOM ay32TTINSIe pue yooI1q B UO 

*uaeng a} 01 OAV Ay Ue Aq WOM sospeq oinjerurw ‘odpeq yoou qqy ‘sires qqy pue qoo 

a} OTINse puke yooosg uo sospeq ainjeruTW SutMoys ‘juepuodde o8peq ym purqu peroiq go Sutmoys 
ssaiq gS ON ssalq ¢ ON ssa1q WS ON 


(SODNS GNV SOM ‘SUa0LIAO ATVW) SASSAUC AS GNV VS ‘S SON HLIM STVGAW GNV SNOLLVYOOA ‘Suaauo 


11—63 


PLATE 62 
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PLATE 63 
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PLATE 70 


METHOD OF MOUNTING BADGES OF ORDERS, DECORATIONS AND MEDALS ON A BROOCH 


Court style mounting 
Showing MBE (civil), 1939/45 star, Atlantic Star with France and Germany clasp, Burma Star, Italy Star, 
Defence Medal, War Medal 1939/45 with MID, General Service Medal SE Asia 1945/46, QEII Silver Jubilee 
Medal and French Croix de Guerre avec palme. 


Normal method of mounting 
Showing DFM, 1939/45 star, Aircrew Europe Star with France and Germany clasp, Defence Medal, War 
Medal 1939/45, General Service Medal SE Asia 1945/46 with clasps, Malaya, Cyprus, Near East and Arabian 
Peninsula and General Service Medal South Arabia 1962, 
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PLATE 74 


OFFICERS’ SHOULDER STRAP PATTERNS 
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See page 11—77 for key. 


PLATE 74 (Contd) 
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